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Snow fun  
 

 

 
 
 

T his picture-postcard scene of the village centre starts to tell the tale of a week of disruption at the beginning of 
February caused by sudden and heavy snowfalls in north Dorset. Journeys home from Dorchester and Blandford 
took more than six hours at the height of the storm as the Council struggled to cope with the extreme conditions on 

the roads. Schools were closed to ensure the safety of pupils and many businesses were unable to function as workers failed 
to get in to work. The Point to Point had to be postponed for a week and then problems were compounded by a power cut 
that left the south side of the village without electricity for more than eight hours and caused the cancellation of the Friday 
performance of the village pantomime. 
.ÏÔ ÁÌÌ ×ÁÓ ÄÏÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÇÌÏÏÍ ÔÈÏÕÇÈȢ 7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÓÎÏ×ȩ 7ÅÌÌ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ ÙÏÕ ÇÏ 

sledging, build a snowman, have snowball fights, have fun! Many people also took the time to get into the countryside to 
view the beautiful snow-covered landscapes around our village and had a wonderful time. 

 

For many young children this was the first real snow they had ever experienced. 
Show your snow pictures on the village website by sending them to 

gallery@milbornestandrew.org.uk 

Oh yes it is! 
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Advertise with the Milborne St Andrew Reporter 
 

Distributed to over 500 homes 11 times each year 
Full page  £150.00 p.a/ £20.00 per issue 

Half page  £100.00 p.a. / £15.00 per issue 
Quarter page  £60.00 p.a. / £8.00 per issue     
Eighth page  £40.00  p.a./ £5.00 per issue 

Back page £200.00 per annum 
Community events at the Village Hall will be advertised free of charge 

Other community events at half the above rates 

reporter.ads@milbornestandrew.org.uk 
Advertisers will also be listed in the Business Directory at 

www.milbornestandrew.org.uk 

Advertising copy MUST be received by the 14th of this month 

Your Reporter Team 
 

Debbie Bennion, Ed Frost, Sue Gould, Heather V. Hogg 
Margo Kirk, David Payne and Marion Regan. 

 
Advertising:  Margo Kirk 01258  837749 

News and Features:  Sue Gould  01258 837575 
Finance and Photography:  Heather V. Hogg  01258 837392 

General Enquiries:  Ed Frost  01258 837921 
 

Enquiries and copy to:  reporter@milbornestandrew.org.uk 
E-copy as .doc or .pub files, pictures as .jpg or .pdf files please 

Paper copy to Sue Gould at 28 Stileham Bank DT11 0LE 

Copy for the next issue MUST be received by the 21st of this month 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily  

those of the Reporter team. 

Exit the Messenger, enter the Reporter ɀ a clarification  
 
Lb ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ά9Ȅƛǘ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΣ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Reporterέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ  
in the February issue of the Reporter the Reporter team sought to 
explain why the MSA Messenger had disappeared in January and the 
Milborne St. Andrew Reporter had appeared in February. We stated 
ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ a{! aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛǾŜ-year  
contract for its printing machine with thousands of pounds of 
ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΩǎ ƭŜŀǎŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
following three years.  

Mr Hodgson has asked us to add that he stated at the Parish Council 
meeting on January 7th that his latest legal advice was that he would be 
held liable for the outstanding lease payments on the aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΩǎ 
printing machine.  

The Reporter Team 

Watch Where You Tread . . . 
 

From the Parish Council 
 

¢I9w9Ω{ nothing worse than getting home after a walk to the local shop 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǿŦǳƭ ǎƳŜƭƭΚέ ς then you look down and 
ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻŜ Φ Φ Φ 

Milborne St Andrew has a lot of dog owners ς most are very 
responsible and considerate people who walk their pets regularly and 
clean up any mess they make ς there are several dog bins around the 
village which are well used ς ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ 
care about such things and leave their dog mess for others to deal  
with. Do those people know that it is against the law to leave dog mess 
in a public place and that they are leaving themselves open to 
substantial fines? 

There are a number of Dog Wardens operating in the North Dorset 
area. Their main activity is enforcement under the Dogs (Fouling of 
Land) Act 1996 which require owners to clean up after their dogs. 

The Wardens are able to issue £50 fixed penalty notices to offenders 
or, if it is decided that a prosecution in the Magistrates Court is 
appropriate then the maximum fine is £1000. 

In recent months, it seems that the problem has been increasing in 
Milborne St Andrew and the Parish Council is concerned about the 
health and safety aspects as well as the general detrimental affect this 
has on the presentation of the village. It is not fair that a few 
inconsiderate people should create such an unsavoury problem for 
other villagers to deal with. 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƻƎ  

foul in a public area, you should contact the Dog Warden Service on 
01258 454111 with full details so that they can approach the dog  
owner direct.  
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WI News from Milborne St. Andrew ς 
February meeting  

An alternative therapy  
WE were delighted to welcome Sohani Gonzalez of Milborne St. 
Andrew to our meeting to talk about homeopathy. Sohani has been a 
homeopathic practitioner for over 25 years yet still finds it exciting 
and one of the most rewarding parts of her life. Its origins can be 
traced back to the 1700s and a disillusionment with orthodox 
medicine. Today there are many staunch advocates of what is 
considered to be a safe, effective and non-toxic therapy, not least our 
own Royal family. Alternative therapy can be controversial but in 
recent years, and supported by many satisfied clients, it has taken its 
place alongside traditional medicine as a complementary form of 
treatment. There was a lot of interest shown amongst members and 
Sohani answered a number of questions. She was thanked by Jill 
McSavage on our behalf for what had been a very interesting and 
stimulating talk.  
 
Update:  
Skittles: Our team made it to the County quarter-finals but then lost. 
However they are to be congratulated on getting so far, and they 
clearly had much fun on the way! 
Annual Dinner: Nelda Oakes has arranged this for Friday 24th April, 
ÁÔ Ȭ4ÈÅ 3ÉÌÅÎÔ 7ÏÍÁÎȭȢ !Ó ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ 
×ÅÌÃÏÍÅȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÌÅÔ .ÅÌÄÁ ËÎÏ× ÁÔ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ 
would like to go.  
Summer Supper: This will be on Friday, 26th June, when Lin 
Chatfield has kindly offered to host the event. More details later. 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, 12th March. Our speaker 
×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ -Ò - #ÈÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ Ȭ7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÎÄ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ %ÁÓÔȭȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ 
will be Committee nominations. Please do join us; you will be made 
very welcome.  

Pat Bull 

YOUR CHANCE ï HELP SAVE 

OUR ROYAL OAK 

FOLLOWING the public meeting in January which showed massive 
support for re-opening the Royal Oak a highly motivated group has 
worked up proposals based on a non-profit making community 
enterprise.  

At a second meeting on 25th February pledges of a truly 
significant sum, units of £250, were requested to see if negotiations 
for the freehold of the pub might begin.  

If you missed the meeting it is not too late to register a pledge 
on a form in the Post Office and seal it the special envelope. It will 
be held by Chris Nowell, the only person to know the individual 
amounts pledged. Please try to make your pledge by Friday  
6 March. 

The total pledges made will be assessed by the working group to 
decide if there is enough pledged to continue. Actual money will 
only be required once a legal enterprise had been set up. 

If you do not wish to make a financial pledge at this stage but 
wish to be involved, a Promise of your Time and Talents, during the 
refurbishment phase of the pub, will be very welcome. 

Local papers and radio stations have publicised the strength of 
our views; local authorities have taken notice and we understand 
that there have been several expressions of interest in the freehold 
of pub. 

 
The aim is to re-establish the valued community facility of the Royal 
Oak for mutual benefit of all concerned whether owned by ourselves 
or someone else equally committed to the village of Milborne St. 
Andrew. 

  

Tony Dyer 
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CHURCH CLEANING ð w/e Saturday  

 
March 7th ð John and Anne Miller 

March 14th ð Victoria Bone and Lin Chatfield  

March 21st ð Ed and Rose Frost  
March 28th ð Sue Lee and Val Hodges  

 
 
 
 
 

THE BENEFICE OF PUDDLETOWN ,TOLPUDDLE  AND MILBORNE   WITH DEWLISH 
PART OF THE CHURCH  OF ENGLAND  IN THE DIOCESE OF SALISBURY  

 
Preparing for Easter 

 
Dear Friends,  
From the earliest days of Christianity, Easter was seen as so holy that people 
thought that they should spend some time preparing for it. The forty days of Lent 
begins on Ash Wednesday and is a season of reflection, a time for personal stock -
taking and a turning back to God.  

How are you getting ready to celebrate Easter? Some people choose to fast 
during Lent and then give the money that they would have spent on chocolate or 
alcohol to those who donôt have enough to eat. Others take time out to study the 
Bible and draw closer to God. Others are inspired to perform acts of generosity 
that encourage kindness to ourselves, our neighbours and our planet. Whatever we 
choose to do, we try to be more generous with our time and our love. We ask 
whether any things we do are selfish, and we promise to try to change.  

As I write Ash Wednesday is a week away and my children are getting worried. 
They are already stock - piling crisps and jammy dodgers. Last year during Lent I 
chose to give up shopping in supermarkets and only use local farm shops and local 
produce. It made me more intentional in what I was buying and in a small way 
helped the environment. Out of season vegetables flown in from across the world 
were not allowed. I found it hard but it made me less wasteful. Mealtimes became 
very inventive. I hope my trade also helped the local farmers.   
Our world can be a difficult and fearful place. Itôs all too easy to feel we are 

powerless to make a difference. But the truth is, with Godôs help we can change the 
world for good a little bit every day. Each of us can be the change we want to see 
in the world.  

There are all sorts or things you could try this lent. It is easy to give something 
up for Lent if you have something to start with. Far too many people in this world 
donôt even have lifeôs necessities. Hereôs an idea. Christian Aid are running a 
campaign during Lent called ócount your blessingsô. Each day there is a different 
suggestion that will really get you thinking. For example, on the 2nd we are told 
that one in eight people in the world do not have access to safe water. We are then 
invited to give 50p for each bath or shower we take that week. And on the 26th 
we hear that in the UK we spend £10million on food that is thrown away ïwe are 
then invited to give 10p for every cook book we own. Fun ideas, to make us think 
about the world and to collect our loose change for others. If you would like a 
leaflet let me know or go to www.christianaid.org.uk.  

 
Rev Sarah Godfrey  

Working towards the future  
We had a lengthy discussion at the PCC meeting in January about 
how the Church can help and support those in the community in 
need (not necessarily churchgoers). If anyone knows of people who 
might benefit in this way, please let the Vicar, Benny Hazlehurst, or 
either of the Churchwardens know. 

Among other matters discussed by PCC members were: 
LOOP SYSTEM: Application for a faculty to install a loop system 

for the hard of hearing has been recommended by the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee and has gone to the Diocesan Registrar for 
approval. As soon as this is obtained, the installation can begin. 
Ȱ#(52#( ")' $!9 /54ȱȡ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ 7ÅÓÔ 3ÕÓÓÅØ ÏÎ 

ςτÔÈ -ÁÙȢ "ÅÎÎÙ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÅÄ ÉÔ ÁÓ Á Ȱ,ÉÖÅÌÙ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 
ÆÁÉÔÈȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÂÁÎÄȟ $ÅÌÉÒÉÏÕÓȟ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÌÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÓÔ 'ÒÁÈÁÍ +ÅÎÄÒÉÃË 
will be there. If anyone is interested in going, the benefice is 
planning to run a coach or mini-buses. Please contact Benny or 
Sarah for further details. 

NEW FACILITIES: The sub-committee reported on their meeting 
with the Architect regarding new facilities in the Church such as a 

MILBORNE ST ANDREW CHURCH NOTES 
toilet, kitchen, space for wheelchair access and open space for 
holding functions such as Milborne Praise. The new proposals would 
be made internally which would not be as expensive as building on. 
We would need to do a lot of fund-raising. To start the programme, 
Benny has offered to lead a sponsored walk from Milborne to 
Charminster on Easter Saturday. (Charminster was one of the 
churches that allowed us to look round their new facilities). More 
ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÏÆ ÄÁÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÉÍÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÉÎ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÅÒȢ 
LOOK OUT YOUR WALKING BOOTS ɀ WE NEED YOUR HELP! The 
money raised will go into the Fabric Fund and will not be used for 
ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÅØÐÅÎÓÅÓ ÏÆ 3Ô !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓȢ 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held in Church after 
the 9.30am service on Sunday, 26th April. Coffee/tea and cakes will 
be served. All who are on the Church Electoral Roll are eligible to 
attend, and are encouraged to do so. 

Eva Stockley and Pat Tribe 
 

Come to our Agape Supper! 
(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÁÎ !ÇÁÐÅ 3ÕÐÐÅÒȩ ɉȰ!ÇÁÐÅȱ ÉÓ 'ÒÅÅË ÆÏÒ 

SUNDAY SERVICES ς MARCH 2009 
 

1st MARCH ς Lent 1  
9.30am  Family Service  Tolpuddle 

9.30  Family Communion  Milborne 

11.00  Holy Communion  Puddletown 

            With Sunday Seekers & Creche 

11am  1662 Morning Prayer  Dewlish 

Thursday 5th March  

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Milborne 

 

8th MARCH ς Lent 2 
8.15am  1662 Said Communion Service  Puddletown 

9.30  1662 Morning Prayer  Tolpuddle 

9.30  Parish Communion  Milborne 

11.00  Family Service  Puddletown  

11.00  Family Communion  Dewlish 

THURSDAY 12th March 

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Puddletown 

 

15th MARCH ς Lent 3 
9.30am  Family Communion  Tolpuddle 

9.30  1662 Said Communion  Milborne 

11.00  1662 Morning Prayer  Puddletown 

11.00  Holy Communion  Dewlish 

4pm  Milborne Praise!  Milborne V Hall 

THURSDAY 19th March 

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Dewlish 

 

22nd MARCH ς Mothering Sunday 
9.30am  Mothering Sunday Service  Tolpuddle 

9.30  Family Communion  Milborne 

11.00  Family Communion  Puddletown  

11.00  Family Service  Dewlish 

THURSDAY 26th March 

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Tolpuddle 

 

29th MARCH ς Passiontide 

11am  Benefice Service  Puddletown 
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Church Contacts 
 
Vicar Benny Hazlehurst 01305 848216 
 Sarah Godfrey 01258 839067 
 Church Wardens 
Milborne St Andrew Eva Stockley  01258 837468 
 Pat Tribe 01258 837684 
Dewlish Jim Burg 01258 837466 
 Sue Britton 01258 837218 

 
www.milbornestandrewchurch.org.uk 

ȰÌÏÖÅȱɊȢ )Ô ÉÓ Á ÃÏÍÂÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÍÅÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÆ (ÏÌÙ 
Communion. The meal is eaten while listening to Bible readings of 
the events of the last meal Jesus ate with his disciples when he 
ÐÁÓÓÅÄ ÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÌÄ ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÂÏÄÙ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÂÌÏÏÄ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎÙȢȱ 3Ï ÉÔ ÉÓ Á 
kind of an enactment of the Last Supper that takes place on a 
Maundy Thursday and culminates in Communion. 

There will be an Agape Supper this Maundy Thursday, 9th April, 
in Dewlish Village Hall beginning at 7pm. All are welcome. There will 
be a charge of £4 a person to cover the cost of food. Any money left 
over after expenses will be given to the Sudan Fund for the Grace 
Secondary School (You may have read in the local press about fund-
raising for this ɀ see also Dewlish Church Notes). Numbers are 
needed in advance for catering purposes so if you would like to 
come, please give your name to Eva Stockley (Tel: 837468), Pat 
Tribe (837684) or Daphne Burg (837466) by 31st March. 

Pat Tribe 
Lilies for remembrance  
&ÏÒ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÎÏ× 3Ô !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌÌÙ 
decorated at Easter with scented lilies donated in memory of loved 
ones. All those to be remembered have their names written in a 
special remembrance book that is displayed in church. If anyone 
would like loved ones to be remembered in this way this Easter 
please give your donation (no particular amount ɀ just whatever you 
feel like giving) and the name(s) to be remembered to Pat Tribe, 14 
Blandford Hill, MSA (837684) by 31st March so that the lilies can be 
ÏÒÄÅÒÅÄȢ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÏÎÅ ÌÉÌÙ ÐÅÒ ÎÁÍÅ ɉÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÅÐÅÎÄ ÏÎ ÃÏÓÔɊ 
but I can promise that every name will be in the book. 

Pat Tribe 
 

DEWLISH CHURCH NOTES 
Hungry for education  
AS I write, Lent is on its way, and we have been busy organising Lent 
Lunches, the proceeds of which, along with any surplus from the 
Agape Supper, will be donated to the Grace Secondary School 
Project in the Sudan (see MSA Church Notes). Richard Budd and his 
wife, Claire, who are organising the fund-raising, saw the poverty at 
first -hand ɀ children hungry for education yet without a school 
building. They took on the mammoth job of raising £40,000, of 
which they have raised £22,000 in only six months, which is simply 
amazing. Please see members of the Church Council for details of 
dates and venues of the Lent Lunches. 

Our Easter Spring Sale and coffee morning will be held in the 
Village Hall on Saturday, 4th April, from 10am ɀ 12noon. Please note 
the change of time from our usual afternoon slot. We hope to have 
cakes and produce, a raffle, books and bric-a-brac, toys and an 
Easter stall, besides refreshments. There will also be an Easter 
bonnet competition, and we are hoping that many of you will 
participate. 

During Lent there will be Evening Prayer services on Mondays, 
beginning on 2nd March at 6pm. 

The Mothering Sunday service on 22nd March will be a Family 
Service at 11am when, once more, we shall be presenting posies to 
the mums. 

Daphne Burg 

Easter week in Milborne  
 
Ih[¸ ǿŜŜƪ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ όрǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭύ 
when we will be distributing palm crosses at the 9.30am, BCP Parish 
Communion. 

On Good Friday (10th April) the church will be open all day for you 
to visit for your own personal mediation. Please pop in at any time.  
CǊƻƳ мнƴƻƻƴ ǘƻ оǇƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ψǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΩ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭΦ 

There will also be an Easter holiday club on Good Friday for 
children running from 2.30 ς 4.30pm in the village hall where we will 
be making hot cross buns and Easter biscuits. 

The Easter Festival communion will take place at 9.30am on Easter 
Sunday. 

Rev Sarah Godfrey 
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Wednesday Social Club 
THE Milborne St Andrew Wednesday Social Club would like to thank 
Peter Robinson who kindly came along to our February meeting to 
talk about gemstones. It was a very informative talk where Peter 
explained the origins of many types of precious and semi-precious 
ÓÔÏÎÅÓȢ )ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ ×Å ÁÌÌ ÃÁÍÅ Á×ÁÙ ÈÁÐÐÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
whatever stones you have they are equally precious to you if you 
like them, regardless of their value. Many thanks Peter. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 4th March when Peter 
Lindsley from Age Concern will be our next speaker. Please come 
along and join us in the village hall from 2.30pm. 

Hilary Daffern 

Free computer software  
SO you'd like to find out where you can get free software that isn't full 
of bugs and spyware? 

Well there's lots of it around but be careful to be sure you're not 
actually just getting a free demo product that's going to con you into 
forking out lots of money in 30 days time or lead you down some other 
garden path. 

Open Source is the key to be looking for and it is often superb stuff. I 
dare say many of you have heard of Firefox and you may actually be 
using it. If you are then you will know how good it is but did you know it 
was actually Open Source and is an example of just the sort of software 
I'm talking about? 

Well let's grab another very, very useful free software package 
which I'm certain you will all appreciate. You all know only too well how 
annoying it can be to be sent some "Word" document or Excel 
spreadsheet and then have to fork out a lot of money to open the file. 
Or borrow a friend's PC to open it with. How about a totally free and 
legal copy of your own Office Suite? 

Scoot on over to www.openoffice.org and get yourself a free copy 
which is compatible and free! 

Now when you use this to save your own documents be sure to  
save them in a format others can read them in too. You do this by  
using the Save As facility and selecting the appropriate file type,  

usually this is .doc Word 2000 
or .xls Excel 2000 or .ppt 
PowerPoint 2000 for example. 
If you want some help then 
simply pop down to the Village 
Hall on a Monday evening and 
ask us. We'll be happy to show 
you. 

 
Kelvin Kinkaid 

Interested in old Milborne? 
visit Gallery at www.milbornestandrew.org.uk 
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Village Lunch Bread and Butter Pudding  
This recipe is easy, quick and cheap 

 
Pre-heat oven to 180°C, 350F, Gas Mark 4 
6 hot-cross buns (+ butter if you wish) 
400ml (¾ pint) milk  
3 medium eggs 
50g (2 oz) sugar 
 
Cut buns into slices (butter them if you 
wish) and put in a buttered oven proof dish. 
Mix the milk, eggs and sugar together and pour over buns.  
Leave to soak for about 30 minutes. Sprinkle with Demerara sugar.   
Bake in the oven for 30ð40 minutes. 

Serve warm with extra cream/custard. 
Cost: £1.50 approx. Serves: 6 

Community Drop -In  
at the Village Hall Committee Room  

Every Friday morning between 10am ɀ 12 noon  

THE Friday morning Drop-In is open to everyone, young and old. It is 
proving very popular, with around 30 people visiting each week.  
What do we do? Drink tea and coffee, eat cake and do a lot of talking! 
But most people also make use of the up-to-date computers, fast 
wireless broadband and the expert advice available.  

The equipment has been made available to the village hall through 
Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 5ƻǊǎŜǘΩ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘ-ǳǇ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨtŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ŦƻǊ hƭŘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ όthttύΦ {ƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŦǊŜŜ 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ όǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘǊƻǇ-in on 
Mondays  6.15 ς 7.15pm.) 
5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ς ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎΗΩ ς Many people are surprised at 

how easy and enjoyable learning a new skill can be. But a bit like 
learning to drive a car or to speak a foreign language it helps to have 
skilled and patient tuition. It can seem daunting, when there is so much 
to learn, but the secret is to take one step at a time. 

So take the first step by coming along this Friday. We have a team of 
volunteer mentors who have helped lots of beginners of all ages. 

Come and look at the movies made for our TV Madcap Bid. If you 
missed the Meridian broadcast in November or would like to see it 
again then come along and see it this Friday at the Drop-In or go to 
www.milbornestandrew.org.uk  and click on the green Madcap link on 
the Home Page. 

Rose and Ed Frost 

LOOKING  FOR A LOCAL  PLUMBER? 

VISIT  LOCAL  SERVICES AT 

WWW.MILBORNESTANDREW .ORG.UK  
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Mystery damage to Parish trees 
THREE trees at the entrance to 
Milborne St. Andrew First School 
have been mysteriously damaged. 
The trees between 15 and 20 feet 
high were planted by the Parish 
Council in 1998. The trees, one Field 
maple, one Whitebeam, and one Wild 
cherry have had their bark stripped 
off all the way round at the base. A 
sharp implement is thought to have 
caused the damage as long slivers of 
bark were found nearby. The Parish 
Council and the Police have been 
notified.  

Round Robin Ramblers  
The local villages walking group 

Come with us and enjoy the Dorset countryside 
 
SUNDAY 1ST MARCH ς 2pm 
IŀǊŘȅΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƻǊƴŎƻƳōŜ ²ƻƻŘ (by popular request) 
aŜŜǘ ŀǘ IŀǊŘȅΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ b¢ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ  
Grid reference:  SY 725 921 on OS Explorer Sheet 117 (Approx. 4 miles) 
 
WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH ς 11am 
Newton Heath and Ower Heath 
aŜŜǘ ŀǘ CŜǊǊȅ wƻŀŘΣ {ǘǳŘƭŀƴŘ όǾŜǊƎŜ ŀǘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƻ DǊŜŜƴƭŀƴŘΩǎ CŀǊƳύ 
Grid reference: SZ 025 843 on OS Explorer Sheet OL15 (Approx. 6 miles) 
 
SUNDAY 5TH APRIL ς 2pm 
.ƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ aŜƭŎƻƳōŜΣ !ƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ !ƴǎǘȅ Meet at Cross Lanes 
Grid reference: ST 760 023 on OS Explorer Sheet 117 (Approx. 4 miles) 
 

ALL WALKS 
WHO  All welcome including well-behaved dogs and their responsible 

owners. No pre-booking required just turn up 
WEAR Suitable clothing for conditions and location, walking boots or 

Wellington boots  
BRING Waterproofs and maybe refreshments 
PACE  We go at the pace of the slowest. 
GOING Expect mud, inclines and stiles  
AIM YŜŜǇ ŦƛǘΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

company. 
LEGAL We all look after one another but in the end you are responsible 

for yourself. 
NEXT WALK DATES 

Wednesday 15th April and Sunday 3rd May 
 
For further information about joining us please contact Steve Lord 839222 
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SOMEONE ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ Ψ²ƘŜƴ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎΚΩΦ 
Remembering some local folklore, 
Easter ς I replied, I then got to 
thinking ς why Easter? It falls at a 
different time each year, so there 
must be a good reason. Upon further 
investigation, it appears that Good 
Friday is actually the best day! 

So, could it be that Good Friday was 
a day that most workers had off and 

therefore that was the day they had time to do a bit of gardening, or 
could it be something to do with the moon.   

Easter has its origins in pagan festivals and the date is actually  
based on the lunar calendar rather than the more well-known solar one 
and is defined as being the first Sunday after the first full moon on or 
after the vernal equinox (21 March)! It can be any date from 22 March 
to 25 April. 

After all the tides are controlled by the moon and it has been found 
that the moon also controls the moisture levels in the soil. When it is 
waxing (from new to full) the moisture level in the soil is at its highest 
and this is when you should be planting. When it wanes (from full to 
last quarter), the moisture level is at its lowest and there is less sap 
rising in trees and shrubs and this is when you should do your pruning.  
¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ΨtƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴΩΦ     

Here are some gardening chores to do when the moon is waxing 
(new moon to full moon).   

¶ Sow seeds of plants that grow above ground. 
¶ Apply fertilizer 
¶ Plant evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs. 

 
And here are some jobs for when the moon is waning (full moon to  
dark side) 
¶ Plant bulbs 
¶ Plant crops that grow below 

the ground, such as potatoes, 
carrots  

¶ Remove weeds as this is the 
most dormant period and will 
discourage further growth.   

¶ Plant biennials and perennials 
because they need strong roots   

¶ Prune shrubs ς as the moisture 
level in the soil decreases, less sap flows to the cut ends. 

 
Planting in the Dark 
I have never tried this method of gardening before, but it is such an 
ancient practice and from the research I have done, it certainly appears 
to be successful. If you try an experiment of planting some crops by the 
correct moon sign, and others by the wrong moon sign and get 
different results ς please let me know. However ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
neighbours ς Planting by the moon is not the same as in, meaning 
gardening at night, not a very safe thing to do and highly likely to be 
misinterpreted! 

 In your Garden  
Seasonal notes and tips from Maureen Lock of Designer Gardens 

Planting by the Moon  
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YOUR CHANCE TO DECIDE THE 

FUTURE OF MILBORNE 

THE last Village Plan in 1981 identified several major items which have 
since been provided: the new school, the sports club and some mains 
gas. Twenty-five years later national, regional and local conditions had 
changed and the Parish Council saw the need for a new plan. 

A team of volunteers have now produced a questionnaire which 
will be distributed throughout the village on 7/8 March together with 
a special questionnaire for 8 to 18 year-olds. We need the views of as 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ǉƭŀƴ άōŀƴƪŀōƭŜέ 
with the local authorities 

Another team of volunteers is required to 
distribute the questionnaire on 7/8 March  AND 
to collect it on 21/22 March. Please contact 
Peter or Tony as below then come to a briefing 
in the Village Hall Committee Room at 7pm 
Wednesday 4th March.  

All residents and businesses alike are 
encouraged to complete the questionnaire, 
which when analysed will set out our views on 
how Milborne St Andrew should develop over 
the next 15 to 20 years. A draft of the plan will 
be presented to the Village in the Autumn 
seeking endorsement before passing it on to the 
Parish Council and North Dorset District Council 
for inclusion in their statutory plans. 

Anyone who needs their completed 
questionnaire collected on a date other than 
21/22 March should also contact Peter or Tony. 
 
Peter Dunkley 837446.  Tony Dyer 837061 

A Charity Fun Fashion Show 
presented by the Milborne St Andrew  

Wednesday Social Club 
You could be on the catwalk!  

 
SATURDAY May 9th at 7pm is when the Wednesday Social Club are 
holding a charity fashion show in the village hall. Fashions are kindly 
being provided by M & Co of Blandford. It is hoped the models are 
going to be from volunteers within the community. As you are 
probably aware M & Co offer clothing for the whole family: male and 
female from infant to teenager and older and older still. Therefore, all 
ages are more than welcome, an hour glass figure is not essential. 
²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻƳŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ 
how many generations we can get on the catwalk at one time. 

A team of professional hairdressers from Beaux Cheveux Ltd, 
Dorchester will be assisting with hair.  

Sue Lucas, local make-up artist has kindly volunteered to apply 
make-up. Jo, from Spoilt Rotten has also volunteered her services and 
expertise to apply nail polish to models who will be modelling the 
Kylie range from M & Co. 

The staff from M & Co Blandford will assist with outfit changes.  
All models taking part will be invited to M & Co Blandford to 

choose their outfits three weeks before the show.  
Places for models are limited, first come, first served. Deadline  

21st March. Please contact telephone numbers below to book your 
place and ticket. 

Tickets are £3.50 each this includes a glass of wine. Children do not 
have to pay. 

 
Tickets are available at the Wednesday Social Club  

(4th March, 1st April and May 6th 2 ð 4pm) Friday Morning Drop-In, 

Village Lunch and M & Co Blandford 
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Have you met . . . Simon Curtis Howitz? 
 

An occasional series about  people who make things happen in our village 
 

SIMON is chairman of Milborne St Andrew Parish Council. 
 
About Simon . . . 
He was born and brought up in Poole. He studied 
Commercial Photography in Bournemouth and then in the 
ƳƛŘ мфулΩǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ tƻƭƛŎŜ CƛƭƳ ¦ƴƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
civilian technician. He joined the BBC in 1987, spending the 
next 10 years in London. 

He was increasingly being asked to direct and produce 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ǎƻ ƛƴ мффт ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ΨŦǊŜŜƭŀƴŎŜΩ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ 
ΨCŜŀǘǳǊŜ CƛƭƳǎ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘΩ ƛƴ мффо ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 
production company. This enabled him to return to Dorset 
as a base, initially to Poole and then from 2000 to Milborne 
St Andrew.  

Simon still works as a Director of Photography and in 
this past year he has worked on many BBC programmes 
including Watchdog, Rogue Traders, Springwatch and 
Autumnwatch. He has also been involved in Match of the 
Day, Wimbledon, the Open Golf and the Beijing Olympics. 
Feature Films also supplies all the location crews for ITV 
Fixers.  

Simon is married to Suzy ð ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ {ƛƳƻƴ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨIƻǿƛǘȊΩΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

Primary School Teacher though is currently looking after their two young sons and 
two Golden Retrievers ð probably how most of the village know the family.  

Simon lists his hobbies to include gardening, walking, sailing, horse-riding, 
skiing and, of course, photography. 

 
We asked Simon . . . 
What do you think is the best thing about living in Milborne St. Andrew? There are 
many things I like about living in Milborne St Andrew and if I choose just two it 
would be the community spirit and having most things on your doorstep ð apart 
from dog poo, a pet hate! ð such as, beaches, open fields and quiet walks. 

Is there a down-side to living in Milborne St. Andrew? Everything for work is a 
drive and sometimes after a long filming day, especially in London, I would rather 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΦ 
Are there things you would like to change about Milborne St. Andrew? Change ð 

where do I start! Roads and Environment mainly. I would change where the main 
A354 road went! Would like to change the habits of the motorists driving through 
the village ð give the road back to the ownership of the community and improve 

ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ 
priority for the Parish Council.  
What are your pet hates? Pet hates ð already mentioned dog poo  promise I 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ð with two large dogs it is galling to clear up after your own dogs and 

ǘƘŜƴ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŘƻƎΗ 
Do you have a claim to fame? Fame I suppose somewhat comes with my job. I do 
get credited ς L ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ά{ƛƳƻƴ /ǳǊǘƛǎέ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƛƭƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ 
celebrities and world leaders but I suppose one special moment was filming with 
Mikhail Gorbachev in Moscow back when he still had some influence! 
Who is your hero or has been your inspiration? Inspiration is probably Sir David 
Attenborough or correspondent Charles Wheeler. I have filmed with both of 
them and they optimise the gentleman. David still exudes energy and enthusiasm 
at his time of life and happens to think the cameraman is the most important 
person on the team ð great taste! Charles and I worked together for the BBC in 

Iraq and Iran when the Kurds were being pushed out after the first Gulf War and 
even at 70 odd he was intrepid, enthusiastic and compassionate ð he gave a pair 

ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ Ǉƛƴƪ 
carpet slippers to wear. Very fond memories and it was great to see so many 
tributes to him following his death recently. It is a reminder to grow old gracefully! 
Who would be your fantasy dinner date? My wife has to be my fantasy dinner 
date as we so rarely get to eat out or undisturbed with the boys around! 
Otherwise I think it would be comedian Ronnie Barker. A couple of years ago I 
ŦƛƭƳŜŘ Ψ/ƻƳŜŘȅ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ǿƻ wƻƴƴƛŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
set to film with Ronnie Barker as one of the interviewees. My meeting with him 
was never to be as he had to postpone the filming day due to ill health and 
unfortunately he never got back to fitness before he died. 
Do you have a nickname? aȅ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ǿŀǎ Ψ¢ƛǎΩΦ hƴ 

Scout camp back then we had enamelled plates and cups and my name was 
painted on the bottom. S. Curtis gradually wore off and just the end was left. 
²ƘŜƴ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǎǘ άǘƘǊƻǿ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘέΚ With work I tend to have to be 
Ŏŀǳǘƛƻǳǎ ƻǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘΣ ΨǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΩΦ [ŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ L ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
filming last year for Songs of Praise ð flying in a Search and Rescue helicopter. The 

door was off and the presenter was talking to the camera. I 
was on a dispatch line ð a short line that stops you falling 

too far in the event you leave the aircraft. To get the right 
shots you have to lean out a long way and with the aircraft 
banked over Truro you get a spectacular view but feel right 
on the edge of safety. 
Is there something that people may find surprising about 
you? People might find it surprising that I was a retained 
firefighter before I joined the BBC and also that I never used 
to be any good at public speaking.  
What has been your most embarrassing moment? 
Probably my most embarrassing moment  nearly  was 
filming in the Foreign Office in London. About twenty 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎŀƛŘ ΨŎŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎƳŜƭƭ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΚΩ 
I looked up at the filming lights fearful that a priceless oil 
painting on the wall had caught fire. At the same moment 
everyone else followed my horrified look and my heart 
ǎŀƴƪΦ !ǎ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƳǇ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

smell was drifting in through a window from a building site bonfire outside.  Even 
so, I now keep my lights well clear of all wall decorations 
What is your favourite charity? Guide Dogs for the Blind ð using my eyes all the 

time for work I can appreciate those less fortunate  
Do you have a favourite website? aȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ōŀƴƪƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
paid! 
Having worked on so many TV programmes, do you have a personal favourite? It 
Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ LΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴΗ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ L¢± CƛȄŜǊǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ  see all the 
broadcast films at www.itvfixers.com 
 
We thank Simon for sharing his thoughts and views with us. 
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Who do you think you are?  
IS anyone interested in forming a family history research group to meet 
regularly, perhaps monthly in the village hall? 

We are grateful to Pat Hurley who has run two very successful four 
week introductory courses, and there are now quite a few new 
enthusiasts in the village. 

If you are interested in helping to set up a group or would like to join 
a group then please telephone Pat Hurley 837467 or e-mail 
family.history@milbornestandrew.org.uk . 

Bell ringing ð A progress report  
I am very aware that whenever the bells in the church are rung 
anybody, and sometimes everybody in the village can hear. My 
impression is that most people appreciate that the old skill is still 
practiced in Milborne St Andrew. But I wonder how many realise what 
specifically constitutes good or bad ringing and even what is very clever 
ringing. 

Being able to ring bells in the way peculiar almost exclusively to this 
country using a technique called full circle ringing requires the skill of 
handling the massive weight of the bell and being able also to ring with 
the other members of the band or team.The band ringing regularly at 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƛȄ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƎŜǎ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ мр ǘƻ ΨǇŀǎǘ 
ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ōȅ ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
considerably of the last two years. 

The main way to judge good ringing is to listen to how even the 
striking is and whether the gaps between each strike are equal. If it is 
really bad then it sound like someone has used a tipper lorry on a load 
of scaffolding poles. However the quality of the ringing may well be 
affected by the difficulty of what is being attempted. The simplest 
ringing is just to ring the bells in order 1,2,3,4,5 and 6 but that gets 
quite tedious fairly soon. Although if it is bad then it requires practice 
and may have to go on for a while until the gaps and striking are more 
even. Next the bells are called to change ringing order by a caller in the 
ringing chamber. And that can carry on with as many changes as the 
caller likes but each change has to be called and in the meantime the 
ƻǊŘŜǊ ǎǘŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ψa9¢Ih5{Ω ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
recognised sequence of changes that run right through without 
hesitation until the end, or it goes wrong. These methods may take  
only a few minutes or may take more than an hour. The band at 
aƛƭōƻǊƴŜ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ŀ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ/ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅ 
ƳƛƴƛƳǳǎΩΦ 

So now it is up to you. Do you really believe the television adverts 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǊƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŜǊΚ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ǿƘȅ 
not come and see. We are always keen to welcome new people who 
are interested, even if they are not sure whether they want to try but 
want to look. We are normally at the church from 7.30 until 8.30 on a 
Tuesday evening and we have the prospect of four weddings to ring for 
this year. 

Pip Bowell   Tower Captain 
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In his article last month, Councillor 
Andrews seems to be encouraging dog 
owners to let their dogs mess anywhere.  

Since I moved here 3 years ago some 
inconsiderate owners let their dogs foul 
in my gate entrance, under my hedge, 
and on the pavement. Towards the 
surgery road I noticed a large pile; and 
adjacent to the thatched cottage was 
another small lot. Then on Tuesday I 
went to the shop and there was some 
more, adding to the large and small 
lots. It ended up with me cleaning it all 
up. It has happened before; I have 
walked from my car, put my foot in 
mess and taken it all over my house, 
with no street lighting the inevitable 
happens.  

I would sincerely like to catch the 
INCONSIDERATE person who lets their 
dog foul the pavements ï I would put it 
through their letterbox and see how 
they like it. I always had 4 dogs myself 
but I trained them not to foul in public 
places. 

 
Yours sincerely  
F A Coppen  

Last monthôs article regarding the 
multitude of posters pinned or stapled to 
poles in the village prompts me to 
comment.   

As one of the ñBill Stickersò in the 
village, principally as a member of ñThe 
Milborne Playersò, I have been active in 

the past in displaying advertising posters. 
It is a means of communicating with the 
village that an activity is, or is about to, 
take place. What I have noticed is that 
once an event has passed , a good number 
of advertising notices have not been 
removed by the organisation that placed 
them their in the first place. I have 
removed many ñout- of - dateò posters 
whilst endeavouring to display my own. I 
have displayed ~ and cleared ~ posters in 
surrounding areas, as I would not want 
ñThe Milborne Playersò to be accused of 
cluttering other villages with their 
advertising.  

Sometimes, particularly during the 
middle of any year, a number of events 
will be taking place at a similar time. This 
will naturally lead to a plethora of local 
advertising and circumstances cannot 
really change that. If you want support 
for your hard efforts then how are you 
able to let it be known?  

How many people bother, or are able, 
to look at the village website 
(www.milbornestandrew.org.uk ) to see 
whatôs happening in MSA or ñThe 
Milborne Playersò website 

(www.milborneplayers.org.uk )  

If you intend to display your 
organisationôs activities then you must 
take the responsibility of removing them 
after that event has taken place . In that 
way the amount of publicly displayed 
material can be reduced.  

In writing, may I offer congratulations 
on a splendid first edition of the 
Reporter! Long may it continue.  

 
Yours sincerely  

Sid Coe  

What do you do on a cold snowy winterôs 
night to cheer yourself up? You go to a 
panto, Oh no you donôt! Oh yes you do! 
Thatôs right, I was one of the people who 
had a Friday night ticket. Not just the 
snow stopped the performance but the 
fact there was no electric was the final 
straw. Still the Players came up trumps 
and put on an extra show for us on the 
following Monday evening. Well done and 
thank you, the panto was worth the wait.  

The villain was truly villainous. The 
bearded Dame was funny and loveable. 
Aladdin and his princess looked good and 
sounded good too. Wishee Washee kept us 
laughing with his jokes, as for the 
ñlaundry girlsò nice dresses girls. The 
children were refreshing and looked to 
enjoy themselves (so many, how did  
you get them all on the stage!) All the 
cast were good with the two genies 
popping up at just the right time to save 
the day.  

There is a lot of hard work that goes 
into a show on and off the stage, but 
from where I sat it was worth it. Thank 
you for cheering us all up and making us 
laugh. I look forward to your next 
production.  

 
Yours sincerely  
Lin Chatfield  

What did a fat cat ever do for us?  
 

SO the fat cats are getting a bit of a roasting. Not that I think it will 
make much difference really, I mean if they can't manage to get by on 
their basic pay of several hundred thousand pounds then they really 
ought not be in charge of our money at all. The best person for the job 
is a housewife! They have to juggle the cash day in day out and know 
the real cost of things and usually do make ends meet! 

I know we were all saying it couldn't continue but didn't we really 
just let it all happen? A good example of this is what happened in 
Blandford a few years ago. Along came the supermarkets, the big 
corporates who were going to give us everything and cheaply too! 
Well then the corporate take-overs came along driven by the greedy 
fat cats who wanted more and more and more and they decided to 
close Blandford's supermarket. In some respects we were lucky at the 
time that there was Mr Tesco newly moved in so it wasn't too bad, 
but what we were blind to was that they had killed off all the little 
guys who had been supplying us for decades. Now with no 
competition the wonderful cheap supermarkets gradually put their 
prices up and stopped selling the lines they didn't want to bother 
with, to improve profits for the fat cats (sorry I meant to say 
efficiency) One blatant example of this I doubt many of you will have 
noticed is Petrol. Remember we used to have a petrol station in every 
village. Now there's nothing between Dorchester and Blandford.  
Not a drop. 

Fortunately there's one big shop we've all been into regularly that 

has maybe been rescued 
from the incompetent fat 
cats who have destroyed 
not only our country but 
pretty much the whole 
world. Woolworths in 
Dorchester is now under 
control of it's local 
manageress and will 
become Wellworths. Hooray 
for local people! 

At times like these 
everyone is in desperate need for every penny so now we the 
customers really do have the power to make the difference and make 
ourselves heard. So instead of going to the big shops and big corporates 
take your money to the local businesses such as the ones that advertise 
in these pages. OK they may be a few pennies more but think about it. 
If the big boys pull out of our rural towns and villages where do we go? 
50 mile round trip to Bournemouth? 

So support the local people and show the fat cats what we think of 
their greedy unjustifiable bonuses. It can really make a difference. 
Right I must trot off to the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank to put my 
money in the Portland to see if I can make a killing on some shares 
when it's turned into a bank. Whoops there I go again, greed, greed, 
greed. Maybe I should just stay put and sup a drink at the pub . . . 

Grumpy B 

Claire Robertson who is reopening her former 

Woolworths store as Wellworths. Photo: BNPS  

TO THE REPORTER 
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Environment Agency Floodline  0845 9881188 
North Dorset District Council Cllr Michael Cox 01258 881396 
Parish Council ς Dewlish Clerk: Pat Gubbins 01258 881348 
 Chair: Mike Claydon 01258 837314 
Parish Council ς  Clerk: Colin Fletcher 01258 450639 

Milborne St. Andrew Chair: Simon Curtis 01258 839000 

Drop-in Centre ς POPP Rose and Ed Frost 01258 837921 
IT Club (Connecting Dorset) Sue Gould 01258 837575 
Ladies Group ς Dewlish Judith Bridgen 01258 837157 
Memory Lane Swing Band Bob Boorman 01258 839077 
Wednesday Social Club Margaret Evans 01258 837767 
Women's Institute Heather Hogg 01258 837392 

Beavers and Cubs Sue Mullett 01258 839076 
Hazelnuts out-of-school club Hazel Barrett 01305 848588 
Ladybirds (Playgroup) Marion Bishop 01305 848427 
Ranger Guides Adrienne 07870 887049 
Scouts Jim Burg 01258 837466 
Under 5's Group ς The Busy Bees Jane Williams 01258 839291 
Youth Club age 8-13 yrs Sallie Maitland-Gleed 01258 837442 

Police ς Non-emergency contact  01202 222222 
Community Beat Officer PC Dave Mullins 01202 223003 
  07825 521850 
Community Beat Officer (Dorch) PC Charlie Dale 01305 222222 
Community Service Vehicle CSO Angie Partridge 01202 226000 

Milborne 1st School  
Headteacher:  Tom Leech 01258 837362 
Chair Govs:  George Legg 
Friends of School chair:  Sally Taylor 

Bellringers Pip Bowell 01258 837329 
Food & Wine Society Tony Dyer 01258 837061 
Friendly Art Group Sue Marsh 01258 837414 
Horticultural Society Shirley Dunkley 01258 837446 
Milborne Players Roy Sach 01258 837033 
Round Robin Ramblers Steve Lord 01258 839222 

Abbey Swimming Club Pat Cowan 01258 880601 
Adult Tap Dancing  Libby Goodchild 01305 268029 

Milton Abbas 
Archers ς Crossways Michelle Jones 01258 837045 
Athletics ς Junior David Pearson 01258 837057 
Badminton David Payne 01258 837700 

British Horse Society (Dorset) Carol Shoopman 01258 880318 
Circuit Training and Claire Barratt 01929 554999 

Pilates  07946 732769 
Cricket ς Dewlish Elaine Kellaway 01258 837696 
Cricket ς Junior (11 ς U13) Derek Lamb 01258 880523 
Cricket ς Junior (age 8 and up)   
Cricket Club ς Milton Abbas Derek Lamb 01258 880523 
Football ς Adult Grant Taylor 01258 837691 
Football ς Youngsters Grant Taylor 01258 837691 
Modern Sequence Dancing Grace Davies 01258 837261 
Running Group Anne-Marie Pearson 01258 837057 
Skittles ς Dewlish Frank Ross 01258 837366 
Sports Club 

Chairman:  John Sanderson 01258 837049 
Bookings:  Jenny Balcon 01258 837121 

Table-tennis (over 50's) Geoff Hodgson 01258 837472 
Tap Dancing for Men and Women 01258 880523 

Dewlish  
Chairman: Alex Carter 01258 837312 
Sec:  Paul Prickett 01258 839097 

Milborne St Andrew  
Chairman:  Richard Lock 01258 837929 
Caretaker/Booking Sec:  Alison Riddle 01258 837030 

Community ContactsCommunity Contacts  
 Councils 

 General ς Adult 

 General ς Youth 

 Police 

 School 

 Special Interest 

 Sport 

 Village Hall 

If you would like to be added to this list, then contact the Reporter 
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Community Events DiaryCommunity Events Diary  
Add your event to this diary by contacting Steve Lord ð tel: 01258 837222 or email:  msa.diary@btinternet.com 

MARCH 
Sunday 1st Round Robin Ramblers Hardys Cottage and 

Thorncombe Wood 4 miles 2pm 
Wednesday 4th Wednesday Social Club Topic: Age Concern 2.30pm 

VH 
Friday 6th Moviola: Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day 7.30pm 

(supper 6.30pm please book) VH 
Thursday 12th ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 'When the wind is in the East'  

Speaker: Mr Ching 7.00pm VH 
Saturday 14th Village Quiz 7.30pm VH 
Monday 16th Youth Club Committee AGM 7.45pm CR 
Wednesday 18th Round Robin Ramblers Newton Heath and Ower 

Heath 6 miles 11am 
Thursday 19th Horticultural Society How to grow plants in 

containers. 7.30pm DVD. VH 
Friday 20th wŀƴǘŜǊΩǎ Cƻƭƪ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ Sports Centre 8pm 
Thursday 26th Friends of School Easter Fayre 3.00pm Milborne St. 

Andrew First School 
Saturday 28th Village Lunch  March Lunch at the Village Hall 

12.30pm. 
 Food and Wine Murder Mystery & Supper Village 

Hall 7.30pm 
APRIL 
Wednesday 1st Wednesday Social Club AGM 2.30pm VH 

Regular Bookings at the Village Hall 
Players every Monday 8 ɀ 10pm MH 
Computer Club Monday 6.15 ɀ 7.15pm CR (term time only) 
Ladybirds Playgroup Monday ɀ Fri 8.45am ɀ 1pm MH (term time 

only) 
Village Hall Committee meetings 2nd Monday of month 
Scouts Beavers/Cubs Tuesday 5.45 ɀ 7.15pm MH/CR (term time 

only) 
ABC Line dancers every Tuesday 7.30 ɀ 10pm MH 
Karate  every Thursday 5.10 ɀ 6.40pm MH 
WI every 2nd Thursday 7 ɀ 10pm 
POPP Drop-In every Friday 10am ɀ 12noon CR 
Wednesday Club 2nd Wednesday 2.30 ɀ 4.30pm MH 
Art Workshop every other Wednesday 7 ɀ 9pm CR 
Youth Club every other Friday 6.15 ɀ 8.30pm MH (term time only) 
Sequence Dancing 3rd Saturday 7.30 ɀ 10.30pm MH 
Milborne Praise!  3rd Sunday 3.30 ɀ 5.30pm MH 
Exercise and Relaxation Class Wednesday 1.15 ɀ 2.45pm MH 

(term time only)  
Horticultural Society 4th Thursday 7 ɀ 10pm MH 
Village Lunch Last Saturday of the month 11am ɀ 2.30pm MH/CR 
Moviola  and supper about every 6 weeks, look out for the posters, 

6.30 ɀ 10.30pm MH/CR 
Artsreach Events ð look out for the posters. 

 
Check Village Hall Notice Board for any other events that are one off 
for you to join in with. 

Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day 
or Every Woman Will Have Her Day (PG)  

Village Hall on Friday 6th Mar 2009 

Previewed by Alice Harrall 
 
MISS Pettigrew Lives for a Day is the delightful and amusing fable of 
Guinevere Pettigrew (Frances McDormand) a dowdy middle-aged 
governess who is unfairly dismissed from her job. Set in 1939 London, 
Miss Pettigrew stars Frances McDormand as the film's titular 
character, Miss Guinevere Pettigrew, a recently unemployed middle-
aged governess. The film follows her as she responds to an ad for 
work as a "social secretary" and is catapulted into the glamorous 
world of famous American actress and singer, Delysia Lafosse (Amy 
Adams). Over the next 24 hours, Guinevere and Delysia will empower 
each other to discover their romantic destinies.  

Based on Winifred Watson's novel, David Magee and Simon 
Beaufoy's witty script overflows with scrumptious situations, smart 
lines and abundant heart with the focus on female characters 
prevailing against the odds, the sense of upheaval in gender identity 
caused by shifting attitudes after World War I. 

In this sophisticated and heartfelt comedy Miss Pettigrew Lives for 
a Day, Academy Award winner Frances McDormand plays the film's 
title role opposite Academy Award nominee Amy Adams. The cast 
also includes Golden Globe Award nominee Lee Pace, plus Shirley 
Henderson, Mark Strong and screen newcomer Tom Payne. 

THE MILBORNE PLAYERS  

W  A  N  T  E  D  

The Milborne Players are looking for a pianist/keyboard 
player for future productions which may include next 
years Panto, revues and club events. The task obviously 
involves committing time for rehearsals as well as show 

dates. Anyone interested please contact Caroline Nobbs  

(01202 621547) caroline.nobbs@ntlworld.com  

http://www.moviola.org/Miss%20Pettigrew.htm
mailto:caroline.nobbs@ntlworld.com
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Are you interested in being a  
Parish Councillor?  

YOUR Parish Council has a couple of vacancies for new Councillors ς 
would you like to be considered as an applicant? 

To be eligible to be a councillor, you must: be over 18 years of age, 
be a British citizen, or a citizen of the Irish Republic, or another country 
within the European Community, EITHER ς be an elector for the area in 
which you would like to stand, OR - if you are not on the register of 
electors, you must have owned property, lived or worked there 
throughout the last 12 months.  You may also be eligible if you lived, 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǊ ƻǿƴŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ пΦу ƪƳǎ όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ о ƳƛƭŜǎύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
boundary of that area, not be disqualified for standing for any reason. 

Councillors can be co-opted onto the Council and will remain 
Councillors until the next Parish Council Elections will be held in May 2011. 

 

What do Councillors do? 
 
Councillors take collective decisions which form the policy of the 
Council. The policy of the Council therefore reflects the views of the 
majority of the members. 

In addition to attending regular meetings (every 6 weeks ς plus a 
few interim informal meetings), many councillors deal with specific 
areas of council business. 

The Council Clerk will advise Councillors on their work and will 
implement the decisions of the Council ς and also checks that the 
Council acts within the law. 

If you are interested in being a Councillor and would like to know 
more, please have a look at the website www.dorset-aptc.gov.uk or 
contact the Clerk (Colin Fletcher) on 01258 450639 and we will send 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ψ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊΚΩ ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘ ς or 
contact one of your existing Parish Councillors who will be happy to 
chat about what they do. 

Colin Fletcher 
 

Village Lunch Saturday 28th March 

12.30pm in the Village Hall  

Menu 
Seafood Pie with seasonal vegetables 
Chocolate Truffle Torte with cream  

Tickets for the March Village Lunch will be on sale at the Friday Drop-In in the Village 

Hall Committee Room between 10am and 12 noon from 6th March. 

Cost £5.00 
 

WE are grateful for the continuing support of R & O Ball and Son 
(Butchers) in Puddletown as well as the generous donation by 
Milborne St. Andrew residents of venison and also for the home-
ƎǊƻǿƴ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΩǎ ƭǳƴŎƘΦ 

The Village Lunch is held on the last Saturday of each month in the 
village hall. All members of the village community are invited to 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘΤ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ ΨŎƭǳōΩΦ bŜǿ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
welcome. A two course lunch with tea or coffee afterwards is 
provided for around 36 people and the cost is currently £5. 

The key to the success of the Village Lunch is the number of people 
wanting to get involved. Many people generously contribute home-grown 
produce, others a raffle prize, others bring a bottle of wine to share. Some 
volunteers serve the food and help wash up. Still others set out and tidy 
away the tables. All in all this is a great community effort. 

We occasionally make a little profit over and above the actual 
costs. So far this money has been distributed to these community 
groups within our village ς Mosaic, Wednesday Club, Drop-In, Youth 
Club, Ladybirds. Suggestions as to which village organisations might 
benefit in the future are welcomed. Also suggestions for future menus 
or ways we can improve the Village Lunch. 

We have received a grant from Signpost Housing and this has 
allowed us to buy our own table linen and some crockery.  

Telephone Margaret Kirk 837749 or Rose Frost 837921 
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A  Wa l k  i n  D o r s e t  
 

tŜƴƴΩǎ ²ŜŀǊŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƭƛƴŜΣ ōȅ .ƻō CƻǊŘ 
www.dorsetwalks.com 

 
9±9w¸ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘŜƴ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ L ƭŜŀŘ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
Heights Hotel on Portland. Sometimes we drive off to a favourite 
location on the island but often we will just walk from the hotel to 
explore the cliffs and quarries nearby. Here is one of our favourite 
walks along the old railway line under the cliffs on the east side of the 
island. 
 

Distance: about 3 km (2 miles) 
Duration: 90 minutes 
Park: museum car park, OS ref SY695712 
 
From the car park cross the road and walk left towards the 

museum. Turn right into Church Ope Road. The old wall on your right 
is one of the few spots on the island where Pennywort grows. Carry 
on down the lane until you come to the viewpoint. Sit down and enjoy 
ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿΗ hƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǊŜ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǘǿƻ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ wǳŦǳǎ 
/ŀǎǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǎǘƭŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ 
and not accessible but if you descend the steps and bear right you can 
ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƛƴǎ ƻŦ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ 
two hundred years. Allow an extra half an hour if you choose to take 
this detour. 

Take the narrow path leaves the viewing area at the far left and 
climbs up to the level of the old Weymouth to Portland railway. Turn 
right when you reach the wide level path that marks its track. The line 
takes you under some dramatic cliffs and through a cutting that took 
advantage of a natural landslip. Several species of rare ferns can be 
seen growing on the cliffs here. 

The path continues northwards, slowly bending to the left. Soon 

the cliffs become more 
gentle, the result of 
ancient quarrying. The 
grassy slopes here are 
particularly good for 
blue butterflies in June 
and July. 

As the cliffs start to 
rise again look out for 
Fulmars nesting on the 
ledges. These odd birds 
spend most of there 
time well out to sea, 
only resting on dry land 
when they arrive at 
their breeding ledges in 
early spring. The cliffs 
here are also home to 
Peregrines and Ravens, 
two species which died 
ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфтлΩǎ 
ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎΦ 

If you have time you can carry on along this path passed the old 
firing range and right up to the security fence around Portland Port, but 
unfortunately no further. A flock of British Primitive Goats have been 
introduced to this area to control the growth of the scrub. Just before 
the firing range is a steep path that climbs up to the clifftop near the 
Young Offenders Institution but the quickest way back is to retrace your 
steps. Allow about half an hour to return to the car park. 
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Can you find some of the dog breeds you might see 
walking around the village in this word search? 
Clue: There are 15 different breeds.  

GOOD LUCK AND PLEASE REMEMBER IF 
9/5 !2% 7!,+).' ! $/' $/.ȭ4 
FORGET YOUR POOP SCOOP! 

)Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ Á ÂÉÔ ÓÔÕÃË ÇÏ ÔÏ ÐÁÇÅ ςχ for some help. 
By Freya Pugh 

WORDSEARCH  Frost ,  Rain,  Snow 
January/February 2009 Weather in Milborne St. Andrew 

THE first 10 days of January was dominated by dry and cold 
ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒ ÔÅÍÐÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ ÆÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ Ϻψ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ωÔÈȢ 
Temperatures at ground level would have been 2 to 3 degrees lower 
than this especially in the lower parts of the village. There were light 
snow showers on 3rd and 7th. From 11th the weather turned more 
unsettled with rain 
recorded on the next 20 
days giving a total 
rainfall of 132.5mm 
which was 122% of the 
January average. It was 
the coldest January in 
the village since 1997.  

February is proving 
to be an interesting 
month so far with 
snowfall recorded on the 
first 6 days of the month with accumulations of 50mm on both the 
2nd and 6th. This was the most snow seen in the village since 
February 1996 when there was a fall of 150mm on the 5th of that 
month with electricity failures lasting for two days in some areas 
around Dorchester.  

The return of cold winter weather reminds me of a verse from a 
poem written in 1912 by Thomas Hardy. 

Iced airs wheeze through the skeletoned hedge from the north, 
With steady snores, and a numbing that threatens snow. 
And skaters pass; and merry boys go forth 
To look for slides. But well, well do I know  
Wither I would go. 

Pluvius 


