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The Reporter team
would like to thank
all our advertisers and
contributors for their
continued support throughout the
year and to take this opportunity to
wish them a happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.

CHAIR and bookings secretary of the Milborne St. Andrew Sports
Club, John Sanderson, expressed frustration at the delay in
repairing damage done to the Club during an unsuccessful burglary
on 13th February this year. The perpetrator, John Bright, 37 years,
known to Mr Sanderson since 1988 during his years as a serving
police officer and dog handler, received a 32 month prison
sentence. He was one of a gang of four who had conducted a spate
of burglaries including W&S Recycling, Poole and a home in
Wimborne. From the latter they stole guns and ammunition. Peter
Turner, 31 years, Peter and John Bright together received a total of
six years. Amy Watson, 33 years, who acted as driver and handler
of stolen goods, received a one-year community order with a
rehabilitation activity. Mr Sanderson commented that despite a
window being smashed and evidence of a thorough search “there
wasn’t a lot to take” as all valuables are locked in a secure room and
no money is kept on the premises. Unbelievably, due to a certain
degree of incompetence and misunderstanding, the window was
not replaced until 5th November. Earlier in the day he had spotted
a white Ford Transit van parked outside the gate but thought it was
a dog walker. A phone call from Malcolm Aplin, groundsman, later
informed him that Bournemouth CID, who had been following the
gang using a helicopter, were at the Club. The Brights had entered
via veranda windows on the far side using a breeze block to break
the round, toughened glass window. Fingerprints were found
and all three arrested. CID Officers told Malcolm Aplin that the
gang’s activities had been filmed. They all admitted a ‘string’ of
other burglaries.
Mr Sanderson recalled another burglary of £12,000 worth of
timber whilst the Club was being built in 2001/2002 when a fourwheeled vehicle had driven up onto what is now the football pitch
from the lane. Insurance covered the cost on that occasion but
completion of the building was considerably delayed. Four years
ago, however, the Club suffered a great deal of criminal damage. A
sad reflection on an excellent facility originally built with £285,000
donated from the FA.
Mr Sanderson expresses the view that the Club is the most
underused property in the village and he believes that only a few
residents have ever seen inside it. Over the years he has overseen
alterations and enlargements. Calling this incident simply ‘an
annoying blip’ Mr Sanderson continues his chairmanship with the
same energy and zeal which he has invested in the Club since its
beginnings.
Carole Fornachon

Disclaimer
THE views expressed in the Reporter are not necessarily those of the
editorial team. Also, please be aware that articles and photographs
printed in the Reporter will be posted on our website and so are
available for anyone to access.
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Wednesday Social Club
getting busy for Christmas
IT was a sign that Christmas is just round the corner when our
members spent the afternoon preparing Christmas decorations.
Eve Richardson
showed us how to
create a hanging
arrangement using
white wire coathangers and cut up
plastic bags. (It’s
much prettier than
it sounds!) Sheila
Burton encouraged
us to create our

Food and Wine knocks ’em down
AS summer drew to a close and we had an extra hour in bed to look
forward to, 27 members of the Food and Wine Club threw
themselves into an energetic night out in the local! We took over the
skittle alley and stoked up with very tasty steaming dishes of
seasonal beef casserole (and a delicious vegetarian option) with
colourful vegetables provided by The Royal Oak ‒ thank you very
much to the chef ‒ we bowled!

C’mon Julie and George ‒ Set ’em up

own Christmas cards (Sheila sends
home made greetings cards to all
our members through the year)
and Val Andrews created a table
centre tree made from a glossy
magazine, each page folded twice
and spray painted, and decorated with small baubles.
To crown it all, we enjoyed warm mince pies and marzipan
stollen with our tea.
We travel to Dorchester for our December meal and another meal
is set for January. Christmas greetings to all in the village and best
wishes for the year ahead.
Margaret Evans

Of course we imbibed the odd glass or three and, as the evening
progressed and the folk attending lost their ‘lives’, and took another
draught, the hilarity increased, the decibel level of the cheering
heightened and the physicality of participants developed a touch of
the legendary West Indian fast bowlers!! The last ‘lives’ were lost to
enthusiastic chanting whilst those
already eliminated toiled away
setting up the fallen pins.
Tension mounted as the final
rounds began and Linda O’Dwyer
triumphed with deadly accuracy
taking out the last pin. Her efforts
were rewarded with a bottle of
fizz, presented by our chairman
Julie Johannsen, accompanied by
extra loud applause and cheers.
An all round very jolly evening
was had by all.

Tolpuddle Wind Farm Latest
READERS may be interested to learn that the planning application
for five wind turbines, located between Milborne and Tolpuddle has
been withdrawn by the the developer. West Dorset Wind Energy Ltd
withdrew their application for five 115m high turbines on 23rd
October.
This withdrawal does not preclude any further applications by West
Dorset Wind Energy or any other developer in the future. But for now,
those individuals and organisations particularly TAINT and CPRE, who
opposed the development can take a break.
Pete Constant

Left: Dennis just getting his eye in!
Below: The champion! Linda
O’Dwyer and chairman Julie
Johannsen
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Shrubs ‒ Perennials ‒ Rockery
Herbs ‒ Vegetable ‒ Soft-fruit
Basket ‒ Bedding plants
12 The Rings
Milborne St. Andrew
Blandford, Dorset DT11 0HY
Tel: 01258 837386
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A Good Read by Shirley Dunkley

The Puddletown Society
History Booklet

THIS book was originally credited to one Robert Galbraith, a pseudonym
adopted by the author of the immensely popular Harry Potter stories to
try to avoid false assumptions and publicity circuses on its publication.
This proved a vain hope! It is a truly serious and adult novel, a
dissection of many lives and relationships affected by the death of Barry
Fairbrother and the consequent gap he leaves on the Pagford Parish
Council. The machinations surrounding the election of a new councillor
form one part of the plot, and the time span follows the process of
filling this ‘casual vacancy’, but that is only a fraction of the narrative
which covers a range of parent/child, husband/wife, friend and foe
relationships which are touched by Barry’s death.
It is not a novel for readers who like their heroes and villains clearly
distinguished – we meet a plethora of fallible human beings from the
impoverished and criminal Wheedons to the self-important and
manipulative Mollisons – he the chairman of the Parish Council, she is
‘lady wife’.
Rowling creates vivid and recognisable people – indeed so good is
her characterisation that the plot is sometimes held up by description in
detail of someone who has no meaningful role to play. The plot moves
slowly at the beginning but gathers power as it moves towards an
unexpectedly tragic climax. As is to be expected from the writer of
Harry Potter, Rowlings is brilliant at describing adolescents taking them
seriously, “respecting their dignity, sensitive to their pain”. She
delineates small-town life with crispness and insight, though seems to
find little to enjoy in it. At times the reader longs for a character who is
inarguably ‘good’, but her interest is in the fallibility of human nature,
so any triumph of goodness is a cause for celebration.
Slow to start, but powerful in its final effect, this is a book for those
who cherish complexity. I suspect that lovers of Dickens would
hopefully find it their kind of book.

THE Puddletown Society has recently
produced a history booklet titled
‘Puddletown, Then and Now’. The project
was based on a collection of old
photographs of the village, which have
been contrasted with the equivalent views
taken today, showing how the village has
changed over the years. Subjects covered
include the Blue Vinney – and two other
pubs that are sadly long closed the Antique
Map and Book Shop, the Church, The
Square, schools, the Old Manor and lots
more. Different contributors have added text describing how the views
have changed, along with many fascinating facts and amusing
anecdotes.
The booklet is full colour printed on 68 pages and bound with a
sturdy gloss cover, in handy A5 pocket size it is ideal to read while you
look at the views around the village.
On sale at cost price, only £5 per copy, from the Puddletown Londis
Store or from The Society Chairman, Kevin Bumby, The Tudor House,
14 Mill Street, Puddletown.
Settle down comfortably for an entertaining read about village life,
or take it with you for an interesting walk around Puddletown. This
booklet would make an ideal Christmas present for friends or relations.

The Casual Vacancy by J.K.Rowling

P.N.GRAY
ELECTRICAL LIMITED
AGRICULTURAL - DOMESTIC – INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN FROM
INSTALLATIONS TO MINOR WORKS
INSPECTION AND TESTING
REWIRING AND MAINTENANCE
FULLY ENROLLED WITH THE BRITISH STANDARDS
INSTITUTE FOR SELF CERTIFICATION AND
BUILDING REGULATION PART “P”
GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE
NO OBLIGATION
QUOTATION OR JUST SOME FRIENDLY ADVICE

Contact us: 01258 837354
Mobile:
07774 838851
Paddock View, Dewlish DT2 7LR
E-mail:
pngrayelectrical@btinternet.com

KM 91166
91514

An opportunity to meet the new
Surgery Business Manager
PATIENT VOICE, the patient reference group for Milton Abbas and
Milborne St. Andrew Surgery, will be holding its next group meeting
at 12.00 noon on Wednesday 16th December in the Milton Abbas
Reading Room. This will be immediately followed by a buffet at The
Hambro courtesy of the surgery.
The meeting and buffet will be attended by Gillian Brindle who is
the new business manager shared between our surgery and Cerne
Abbas so this is an opportunity to say hello to her.
All patients of the surgery are welcome to attend group Patient
Voice meetings where we discuss items of interest mainly involving
the surgery and its patients but we also cover the NHS in a more
general sense.
Please feel free to come along and see what we do. Anyone
interested in hearing more about Patient Voice please contact me on
01258 881709 or email nigel2749@tiscali.co.uk.
Nigel Hodder Secretary, Patient Voice

Do you need to make
or change a Will or
Power of Attorney?
EVERY few months Age UK Dorchester has a BY APPOINTMENT
surgery where individuals can come and ask an expert questions
about wills, powers of attorney and other legal aspects of your home
and finances. This is a FREE one-to-one surgery given by Nicholas
Grassby, solicitor at Humphries Kirk, solicitors.
Next surgery:
Friday 15th January 2016 9.30am to 12noon at Age UK
Dorchester, Rowan Cottage, 4 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester,
DT1 1PW.
For further details of all Age UK Dorchester services, please
telephone 01305 269444 or look at the website:
www.ageukdorchester.org.uk. Contact name: Peter Lindsley.
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Do you need transport for surgery and other
medical appointments? If so, we can help.
Milton Abbas Neighbourcar is an established
voluntary transport scheme covering the area
served by Milton Abbas surgery. We can take
you to medical appointments and certain
social events.
WE ALSO NEED MORE DRIVERS – you can commit
whatever time suits your circumstances.

Ring 01258 881709 to register
or to obtain more information.
Local villages covered:
Milborne, Cheselbourne and Dewlish
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‘Learning the Ropes’
HOLLIE JEANS recently ran the Great South Run, raising £1,000 for
the hospital unit that cared for her seriously ill baby nephew from
Blandford.
Even
more
impressive is that Hollie, who
lives on Chapel Street,
completed the ten mile event
in Portsmouth after having
battled with a chronic illness
for over ten years. The race
was at the end of October and
attracts athletes from across
the world, running a route
that takes in HMS Victory and
the historic dockyard.
She tells us more . . .
“I ran the Great South
Run in aid of the charity
‘Friends of PICU’ – the
Paediatric Intensive Care Unit
at
Southampton
General
Hospital. What inspired me to
take part was that this time
last year my baby nephew,
Noah, was critically ill after
contracting a new strain of
E.coli, 055.
He was admitted to PICU, where he remained fighting for his life
for almost two months, enduring many complications. Without the
incredible staff and facilities on PICU he would not be with us today.
Taking part in the Great South Run was a small way I could raise
awareness and funds for this fantastic unit so that they can keep
doing this good work for other poorly children.
The run was a huge challenge for me personally, having battled
with a chronic illness for over ten years, but it went well and I really
enjoyed it. The sun was shining and the support was enthusiastic all
around the course. The high fives from the children and the samba
reggae drummers kept me going! It was a wonderful experience
running alongside thousands of others each taking part for their
chosen cause.
Friends of PICU are also asking for small quilts to keep the
children on the ward warm, as well as adding a bit of colour ‒ so I
have also made a patchwork quilt which I will be donating soon.
I’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has sponsored
me. It means a lot knowing the donations will help maintain the
exceptional care for other babies, children and families that find
themselves in PICU.”
Well done, Hollie! Her fundraising page is still open if you would
like to donate to PICU. Find it at www.justgiving.com/holliejeans/
Ed Richards

How hard can ringing a church bell be? Pull rope downwards, listen out
for chime from somewhere up above in bell tower, release rope,
repeat. However I can’t stop being very wary of the rope, as it hurtles
upwards, then jerking it back down abruptly, all the while remembering
the Monk Mars advert and being hoisted into the air!!
Honestly? If anyone had said to me two years ago I would learn to
bell ring I would have said they were having a laugh! Even my Christian
mother thought a miracle had happened! Her daughter was actually
going to go to church?! It is probably worth mentioning at this point
that you do not have to ‘believe’ to become a bell ringer or
campanologist as it is known in the trade – meaning the art or skill of
ringing bells musically. Belief in yourself is probably advantageous
though, as I found out!
So on one dark Tuesday evening I took myself off to St. Andrew’s
Church, much to my husband’s amusement and met Pip who
introduced himself as the Tower Captain in whom I took some sort of
weird super hero comfort and immediately felt like I was in safe
hands. As it turns out he also has the patience of a saint so clearly is a
superhero!
Having been handed a method booklet with a collection of
indecipherable diagrams with names such as Plain Bob Minor or
Grandsire Doubles – I begun to question what I was actually doing!
So, bell handling and control was the first thing that was explained
and demonstrated – to control the rope and the bell, so you can get the
bell to go just up to the balance, or, to be on the safe side, just over it
but without hitting the stay and bouncing off or, God forbid, even
breaking! Easy-peasy – the latter has occurred three times to date!
And I am glad to say that afterwards there were no ‘MMa’ dramas
(Monk Mars ad) and actually, after a few minutes into my first session, I
begun to get quite a satisfying feel for the hefty weight at the other end
of the rope (the bell, not me!) and to understand what motivates
40,000 people in Britain to ring church bells.
Now 18 months on I have mastered rounds and call changes,
contributed to ringing at two weddings and a harvest festival and
continue to enjoy the weekly camaraderie. I’ve also talked about it so
much that one of my sisters has also taken it up!
Obviously I still have a lot to learn but I read somewhere that once
gained, bell ringing is a skill for life you’ll never forget and can open up
a lifetime of experiences and enjoyment, which I believe is true and the
sense of achievement with something so different feels really quite
rewarding.
Unfortunately campanology isn’t exactly thriving, so if I can get just
one extra person to come along and give it a
try after reading this then it’s been worthwhile.
Hopefully you will be pleasantly surprised?!
Interested? Give Pip the Tower Captain a
bell!!! His number is in the Reporter.
“Look two, treble’s going, she’s gone”
Louise Richardson
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A Darby
Building Services Ltd

All Types of Building Work Undertaken;
New Builds, Extensions,
Structural Alterations, Kitchen,
Bathrooms

Telephone: 01258 470151
01305 757162
Mobile: 07974 260938
Email: adbsltd@gmail.com
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BUS2GO
Our Exciting Journey Continues

WE invite our passengers to request where we visit and October
and November have seen us visiting venues that we have not been to
for a couple of years. These outings proved even more popular
than when we first did them. As a community-based project we like
to support other organisations in the community in which we live.
One such visit was to the SafeWise Centre at Weymouth Fire and
Rescue. All the passengers really enjoyed the tour and found it
very thought provoking. Many have booked up for their free home
safety check.
At the end of October we attended the Annual Volunteer Awards
in Dorchester. This enabled Bus2Go to recognise and give a huge
‘thank you’ to our volunteers for the dedication that they give to our
passengers and the project.
In November, we attended the Garrison Remembrance Service at
Bovington. One of
our passengers, “a
Battle of Britain
Veteran”,
laid
a
wreath on behalf
of the (W)RVS. He
was assisted by his
RVS Befriender and
fellow RAF Veteran.
We look forward
to four more outings between now and Christmas, these include our
Christmas party at Bashley in the New Forest and the Panto at
Weymouth. The Panto this year is Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs. We are working in partnership with Spectrum Housing and
have five buses booked to take us to Weymouth. On behalf of our
passengers and volunteers we wish you all a happy and peaceful
Christmas and look forward to welcoming you on board in 2016.
www.bus2godorset.org
Margo

Dear Editor
I was sorry to see that one of the biggest helpers of this Village
during the floods in recent years was omitted from the list of
‘Thank Yous’ published in last month’s Flood Warden’s Report.
Philip Smith our Postmaster, worked extremely hard to arrange
the pump, organise and fill sandbags, and be very helpful to
those who were flooded and those whose mail could not be
delivered. I’d like to give him credit where it is due. THANK YOU
PHILIP.
With best regards,
Susan Wilson

Please note that the deadline for the January 2016
Reporter will be 10th December. Get your copy in
early to avoid disappointment.

Round Robin Ramblers
the local villages walking group
WALKS are normally held on the first Sunday and the third Wednesday
of each month.
Please join us as we enjoy exercise, good company and the
wonderful Dorset countryside. Any questions, please feel free to
contact: Ian Bromilow, 01258-880044.
Sunday 6th December – 1.30 pm (note earlier time)
Chettle and the Tarrant Valley
Park near the village hall in Tarrant Gunville
Grid reference: ST 925128 on OS Explorer Sheet 118 (approx. 4.5 miles)
Sunday 3rd January – 1.30 pm (note earlier time)
Gussage All Saints
Meet near the church in Gussage All Saints, off A354 at Cashmoor.
Grid reference: SU 998108 on OS Explorer Sheet 118 (approx. 4.5 miles)

Please note:
Who All welcome including well-behaved dogs and their
responsible owners.
No pre-booking required just turn up.
Wear Suitable clothing for wet conditions and location,
walking boots or Wellington boots.
Bring Waterproofs and refreshments (packed lunch on
Wednesdays).
Pace We go at the pace of the slowest.
Terrain Expect mud, inclines and stiles.
Aim
Keep fit, enjoy the Dorset countryside and each other’s
company.
Legal We look after one another but in the end you are
responsible for yourself.
Reporter December 2015 9

CHURCH SERVICES
December 2015

THE BENEFICE OF PUDDLETOWN,TOLPUDDLE AND MILBORNE WITH DEWLISH
PART OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN THE DIOCESE OF SALISBURY

Christmas letters

Dear Father Christmas,
I want an X-Box with lots of games, an
iPad, a puppy, a new bicycle, a camera,
loads of Star Wars stuff, and millions of
sweets,
love Jimmy
Dear Aunt Ethel,
Thank you for the socks you sent for
Christmas. They are a very interesting
colour. I’m not sure when I will wear
them, but they will certainly get noticed
when I do,
from Tom
Dear children,
I really can’t face another Christmas like
last year. I had to do all the cooking and
cleaning and clearing up, and not one of
you offered any help. You fought and
quarrelled. I liked your presents, but this
year the best gift you could bring me is
some unselfish behaviour,
Mum
Dear God,
For Christmas I would like to be able to
live where there is enough food and
water, where I can go to school every

day, and not worry about bombs or guns
or mines underfoot. I would like to have a
home that doesn’t flood when it rains.
And most of all I want my Daddy back –
he died when we tried to cross the sea to
make a new life. Please answer my
prayer, love Grace
My dear precious children,
My Christmas wish is that you would
learn how much I love you. Please do not
leave my Son out of your Christmas
celebrations. I sent him to bring peace
and forgiveness to the world. He is my
gift to you. I ask nothing in return; all I
long for is that you receive what I offer
and share my love with others. I am with
you and I will never leave or forsake you,
especially in times when life feels dark.
Just reach for my hand and I will be
there,
your loving God
I wish you a peaceful Advent and a
Happy Christmas
With best wishes,

Sarah Hillman

News from St Andrew’s church
Annual Christmas Market
If you are reading this before our fund raising event in Milborne village hall on November
28th between 12.00 and 2.00pm don’t forget to come along to meet Father Christmas,
enjoy the refreshments and visit all the stalls for Christmas bargains!
Confirmation Classes
If you are still considering joining a confirmation class, probably in Milborne or Puddletown
after Christmas, it is not too late to get in touch with Sarah Hillman on 01305 848784 – but
don’t wait any longer! The course is for anyone who has been baptised in the Church of
England and is ready to take the next step, or anyone who is interested in joining us for a
‘refresher course’.

Services of Thanksgiving and Remembrance
Our annual service to remember relatives and friends who have died was well attended and
appreciated by all, and most
stayed on to enjoy tea, cake
and a chat afterwards.
There was also a good
turnout for our annual
Remembrance
Sunday
service at which we
welcomed a large group of

6th December – Advent 2
9.30am Celebrate
9.30
Special Posada Service
11.00 Parish Communion
Church Room
11.00 1662 Morning Prayer

Milborne
Tolpuddle
Puddletown
Dewlish

THURSDAY 10th December
12 noon Lunch-time Communion

Puddletown
Church Room

13th December – Advent 3
8.15am 1662 Said Communion
9.30
11.00

Parish Communion
Puddletown Praise

11.00 Parish Communion
3.30pm Christingle
5.00
United Carol Service

Puddletown
Church Room
Milborne
Puddletown
Church Room
Dewlish
Milborne
Tolpuddle

Saturday 19th December
6.00pm Carol Service plus Launch of
Christmas Tree Festival

Milborne

20th December – Advent 4
9.30am
9.30
3.00pm
6.00

Family Communion
1662 Morning Prayer (said)
Carol Service
Carol Service

Tolpuddle
Milborne
Dewlish
Puddletown

CHRISTMAS EVE
3.30pm
5.00
11.30
11.30

Crib Service
Crib Service
Midnight Mass
Midnight Mass

Tolpuddle
Puddletown
Milborne
Puddletown

CHRISTMAS DAY
9.30am
9.30
10.15
11.15

Christmas Holy Communion
Christmas Holy Communion
Christmas Celebration
Christmas Praise

Tolpuddle
Dewlish
Milborne
Puddletown

27th December – John, Apostle and
Evangelist
10.00am United Benefice Holy
Puddletown
Communion plus Holy Baptism
MORNING PRAYERS (Monday – Thursday 8.15am
Saturday 8.45am)
Monday – Puddletown
Tuesday – Milborne
Wednesday – Dewlish
Thursday – Tolpuddle
Saturday – Puddletown

Do you need a
lift to church?
If you have difficulty
getting to church or
need transport when the Benefice Service is
at another church, we can arrange transport
for you. Please contact Pam on 837203 or
John on 839090.

10 Reporter December 2015

Scouts with their flags. After lighting candles for each of the 21
villagers who died in the two World Wars we went down to the
Memorial Stone with other villagers to observe the two-minute
silence at 11.00am with the Royal British Legion.

Hedgerow Supper at The Royal Oak
We held our annual supper at the end of October with an excellent
menu of mushroom soup, rabbit pie, and apple crumble which was
enjoyed by 36 diners. We
then sang folk songs led by
Roger and Alice Harrall and
heard poems read by Rose.

considerably greater than members’ existing contributions.
However, we also need financial support from the whole village
to maintain our old building which many see as part of the
village’s heritage and expect it to be available for Harvest and
Christmas celebrations as well as their weddings and funerals. We
have just heard that we need some expensive repairs to the roof
(probably tens of thousands of pounds) and although we can get
grants to cover some of it we still need village support to cover the
rest. We all need to act now if we are to keep our church which has
served the local community for nearly a thousand years.
Pam Shults and John Wright

Dewlish Church Notes

Then the raffle was drawn
and winners of the pumpkin
weight and seed count
competitions
announced.
Many thanks to all the staff at
The Royal Oak and Eva and
her events team who
organised the evening which made just under £200 for church funds.

Christmas is Coming!
We will be holding our Christingle service on Sunday 13th
December at 3.30pm. Old and young are welcome to join us for
this celebration which is held in aid of the Children’s Society.
We are looking forward to the opening of this year’s benefice
Christmas Tree Festival in Milborne at the Carol Service on
Saturday 19th December at 6.00pm. A good number of groups
are planning to decorate trees on the theme ‘We are looking forward
to . . .’ so we hope to see a good crowd joining in the singing of carols
and listening to the Christmas story. If anyone would like to join a
small choir to sing one or two carols please contact one of the
churchwardens.
Christmas Day starts early with a Midnight Mass at 11.30pm
on Christmas Eve, followed by a Christmas Celebration Family
Service at 10.15am on Christmas Day. All are welcome to join
our celebration of Jesus’ birth.

St Andrew’s Church needs your Support!!
The church needs the support of the whole village if it is to survive.
First we need the financial support of all our ‘members’; that is those
who attend services regularly or sign up to be on the church
‘electoral role’ (this is a church list, not the government’s ‘list of
electors’’). Without this support we cannot pay the cost of having
weekly services in church. Unfortunately we now need more
financial contributions from our members as our costs are now

Church Contacts
Sarah Hillman 01305 848784
E-mail: sarah.c.hillman@tesco.net

Churchwardens
Milborne St. Andrew
John Wright 01258 839090 Pam Shults 01258 837203
Dewlish
Jim Burg 01258 837466 Sue Britton 01258 837218

Benefice Office
Marion Bishop puddletownbenefice@outlook.com
or by telephone on 07812 687266

HOW WONDERFUL it was to see so many people at our Patronal
Festival Songs of Praise! Jim had asked a few of our congregation to
select their favourite hymns, and we all enjoyed singing them. The
church looked beautiful once again with the lovely arrangements of
white flowers. Thank you to everyone for helping to make this
service so special.
Our Bible Study Group started in October with six people
attending and we were delighted to be joined by our friends in
Milborne. Our next meeting will be on Thursday 3rd December at
7.30pm, again at Parsonage Farm, the home of Mrs Sue Britton.
The Christmas Bazaar is on Saturday 5th December (starting at
2.30pm) in the Village Hall. Stalls will include new and Christmas
gifts, toys, cakes and produce, bric-a-brac, Christmas decorations, a
raffle, and teas and mince pies. Any donations will be most welcome,
and we do so hope to see you there.
We shall be Carol Singing round the village on Thursday 17th
December, collecting for Shelter, the charity for the homeless.
Hopefully we shall be a good-sized group. We will be meeting at the
crossroads at 6.30pm. Please bring a torch or lantern.
The Carol Service is on Sunday 20th December at 3.00pm in the
church. We are hopeful that as many village children as possible will
take part. If Jim should miss anyone, please contact us on 01258
837466. Refreshments will be served afterwards in the Village Hall.
Our Christmas Day Holy Communion service will be at 9.30am.
A very happy Christmas and a bright New Year from all your
friends in Dewlish!
Daphne Burg

Foodie Quiz . . . part 3
The answers all have something to do with food or matters pertaining
to food. Think ingredients, veggies, fruit, cheese, meat, fish, recipes,
desserts, sweets, booze, celebrities, anything vaguely connected to
food and drink. May seem hard to begin with, but crossword nuts will
be in there like a shot so let the little grey cells working
51. Quite Contrary small fruit .................................................................
52. A town in Derbyshire ........................................................................
53. Imperial beer measure for fun ..........................................................
54. Pretty edging.....................................................................................
55. Cooking with Lady Windermere .......................................................
56. Lonely Presbyterian priest ................................................................
57. Coo coo coo cuk, coo coo coo cuk, off the chest ..............................
58. Kind of horse bread ..........................................................................
59. A haystack of beer ............................................................................
60. Seasonal dessert ...............................................................................
61. Affectionate insect on a cake ............................................................
62. Slow running tap ...............................................................................
63. Unruly magic dragon ........................................................................
64. Long tumble in Italy ..........................................................................
65. Catholic father ..................................................................................
66. Ancient way of putting words together ............................................
67. Walking on two sticks .......................................................................
68. Dark Grievance .................................................................................
69. A right old mess ................................................................................
70 Sorry about this one! Think Lonnie Donegan ‒ Plenty of space .......
Answers can be found on page 31.
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Find us, Like us – the Reporter is
now on Facebook
For all your fencing and timber building
– Over 20 year’s local experience –
Fencing – Decking – Summer Houses – Sheds –
Gates – Pergolas – Trellis and Archways –
In association with Mintern Building and Landscaping
For a free, no obligation, quotation please call:
07904 000863
or 01963 363535
Email: Carl.Mintern@gmail.com

Yoga
Yoga classes in the village hall

1.30 - 2.45pm on Thursday afternoons
Please bring a mat and wear comfortable clothes.
Individual classes tailored for you also available.
For information ring

Sarah Ryan on 01258 839230
or email saryan6630@aol.com

Yoga teacher, trainer, therapist

THE Reporter is now on Facebook – you may have seen our page
and ‘liked’ it already. But if you haven’t, then it’s well worth doing
so as you’ll get snippets from the coming issue and of the current
one too – in colour, of course. You’ll see updates on news stories
and events that are taking place in and around the village. We’d
welcome you taking the opportunity to comment on anything you
see in the Reporter or on our Facebook page – or indeed something
that you think we should be talking about in the magazine or
online! So if you have a news story, seen something worth telling us
or want to share a photo of the village or area, then please do post
on our page.

Local builder for last 30 years
All building works undertaken
Extensions, All carpentry and roofing
Repairs, Maintenance
Hard landscape, Fencing, Brick Pavior Drives
Kitchens, Bathrooms
Double Glazing, Conservatories, Carports
and all plastic cladding
Also decoration work undertaken

Telephone: 01258 837042 Mobile: 07787551256
Greenacres, Dorchester Hill, Milborne St. Andrew
Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 0JQ
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Crafts for Christmas . . .
at the November WI
THE Dorset Federation of Women’s Institutes Annual meeting held
at the Lighthouse, Poole, was attended by June Maitland, who
reported back in detail on what had clearly been a very full and
interesting day. She said she had very much enjoyed being our
delegate.
Other monthly events included the final skittles match. Despite
losing, Lesley said that all the matches had been great fun and much
enjoyed by all. She thanked all those stalwarts who had turned up in
often inclement weather, some at the last minute, to take part.
Shirley reported that Bookends members had finished JK Rowling’s
‘A Casual Vacancy’, a somewhat serious, downbeat and complicated
novel, which, consequently, had not been much enjoyed. We are
moving on to Margaret Atwood’s ‘Alias Grace’.
Coming up: The Woodbury Hill WI Group Carol Service on
Wednesday 9th December is to be hosted by us at St. Andrew’s
Church at 7.00pm. Refreshments to be served after the service. For
the church Christmas Tree Festival, the WI tree is to carry the theme
of ‘Looking forward to the Olympics’ and Shirley will arrange a
workshop morning during December to co-ordinate the decoration
of the tree. Our Christmas lunch has been arranged for Friday 8th
January at The Royal Oak, and menus have been distributed.
Annette Williams travelled from Verwood in driving rain to join
us, bringing along a vast array of Christmas and celebration crafts.
Everything was handmade and showed her knitting, sewing and
crocheting talents to advantage. There were ideas for stocking
fillers, decorations and wall hangings, and it was clear Annette never
threw anything away, working on the principle that it might be
transformed into a useful item! An amazingly quick and easy
demonstration of how to make ribbon roses followed, and we were
then invited to have a closer look at all her handicrafts by ‘having a
rummage through’ – always satisfying . . .
Thursday 10th December is the date of our Christmas Beetle
Drive and supper. We will not be exchanging gifts this year, but
Father Christmas will definitely not be redundant, as we have
instead agreed to contribute to our local charity, Mosaic. (We
understand he has already started to grow his beard . . .). We are
looking forward to a warm and jolly evening.
In January we will have an open meeting with a cookery
demonstration.
.
.
Pat Bull

“What is this?”
“Where is this?
See page 21

Macmillan Coffee Morning and
Charity Tabletop Sale
SATURDAY 7th November saw an
extremely successful Macmillan Coffee
morning and charity tabletop sale.
As well as raising money for
Macmillan, the event also raised
money for Busy Bees Under Fives
Playgroup. Despite the bad weather,
the local community showed huge support to these causes and
arrived to peruse local arts and crafts, a multitude of second hand
goods and to taste some of the delicious homemade
sausage rolls, cakes and biscuits. There was also an
excellent raffle on offer which many people entered.
Overall, it was a huge success and over £500 was
raised in total. The village hall kindly gave us the hall
for the day and asked for just a small donation for their
own fundraising, for which we are very grateful.
The organisers of this event want to say a big thank you to
everyone who helped on the day, all the sellers who purchased a
table and everyone who attended. Your support for these charities is
truly appreciated.
Leanne Brown
Reporter December 2015 13
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Milborne’s Got the Blues . . .
with

Bladen View Green transformed –
update

Zoe Schwarz Blue Commotion

Milborne St Andrew Village Hall
Saturday 16th January (doors 7.30pm)
Bar
Tickets £8 from 01258 837280,
The Royal Oak and Londis
info: cliverawlings@hotmail.co.uk
Fundraising for MSA Play Park Project and

Milton Abbas Riding for the Disabled

View the Reporter each month in colour at
www.milbornestandrew.org.uk/Reporter/index

100 CLUB WINNERS
Draw Date – Tuesday 27th October 2015
1st £100
John Martin Jnr
2nd £50.00
Pete Gray
No third prize this month
We are in desperate need for more people
to join the 100 Club.
The next two draws are on Tuesday 1st December
and Wednesday 6th January 2016
both at 8.00pm in The Royal Oak
Everyone is welcome to attend.
View the Reporter for the winners.
New members always welcome. Contact
June Maitland 837235 or
Denise Sanderson 837049
Payments may be made by a cheque payable to
MSA FC and Church 100 Club
Please speak to Denise Sanderson, Jenny Balcon
or June Maitland for information.

FROM scruffy hayfield to an attractive feature, the Green is now a
pleasure for the residents to look out upon. After regular mowing it
is green and the old tree stump, removed by two other residents, has
been replaced by a Rowan tree purchased with contributions from
everyone else around the renewed area. It was delivered and
planted free of charge by another villager and his son as their
‘contribution’.
This is an encouragement for the Local Authority to compare and
contrast it with other green areas for which they are responsible.
Janet Allen and Carole Fornachon

The Village Hall says thanks
IT has meant a great deal to the Village Hall Committee that so many
people have helped over the last year with general maintenance,
painting, clearing brambles, cutting grass, sorting out the upper field
and many other tasks. They particularly want to thank the following:
Marie and Phil Hayter; Micky Tisseman; Richard Macnair; Peter and
Linda Constant; John; Pip Bowell; Jenny Balcon; Ann Guy; Lis and Ian
Watts; Alice Harrall; Di Harris; Adrian Hodges; Roy Sach; Jess and
Gren Elphinstone Davis; Richard Lock; Peter Wright; David Payne;
Janet Allen; Playpark Kev; Andy Fox; Tracey Walder of Studio Print
and Milborne School, Jo and the others whose names we can’t
remember!
The ‘Friends of the Village Hall’ have given so much support and
provided their time and efforts for which the committee are very
grateful; the hall and the fields are for the benefit of all villagers so
it’s great to have so many who are willing to help. If you are
interested in joining the Friends, email, phone or speak to one of the
Trustees (information is on the Village Website . . . and don’t forget
our Facebook Page!)
Have a lovely Christmas and we hope to see more volunteers in
the New Year.
Pam Shults
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Community Contacts

Please let the Reporter know if
any of these details change

More information about many community organisations can be found on www.milbornestandrew.org.uk

Councils
North Dorset District Councillor Emma Parker
Jane Somper
Parish Council – Dewlish
Clerk: Sandra Sims
Chair:
Parish Council –
Clerk: Colin Hampton
Milborne St. Andrew
Chair: Jenny Balcon

01258 881631
01258 471089
01258 837132
01258 837284
01258 837011
01258 837121

Floods A354 problems contact the Highways Agency
0300 1235000
Dorset Direct
01305 221000
dorsetdirect@dorsetcc.gov.uk www.dorsetforyou.com/reportroadproblems
Environment Agency Floodline
0845 9881188
South West Highways hello@swhitd.co.uk
01404 821500
Wessex Water Sewerage Floodline
0345 8505959

General – Adult
Ladies Group – Dewlish
Moonlight Swing Band
M.A. Neighbourcar
Wednesday Social Club
Women’s Institute

Judith Bridgen
Gillian Pink
Nigel Hodder
Margaret Evans
Josie Wright

01258 837157
01305 260731
01258 881709
01258 450518
01258 839090

General – Youth
Ladybirds (Playgroup)
Scout Group
Secretary:
Under 5’s Group – The Busy Bees
Youth Club age 8 – 14 years

Liz Dyer
Mike Mullett
Brian Burton
Leanne Brown
Julianne Hall
Lianne Summers

01258 839117
01258 837114
01258 839033
07899 808185
07846 256694
01258 839081

Police
Police Non-emergency contact
Community Beat Officer
PC Dave Mullins
Safer Neighbourhood Team
PC Dave Mullins and
PCSO Luke Goddard
Home watch Co-ordinator
Joy Robinson

101
101
101
101
01258 837661

School
Milborne First School
Headteacher:
Chair Governors:
Friends of School Chair:

Sharon Hunt
Miss Jane Pope
Becky Hunter

01258 837362

Special Interest
Cribbage
Bellringers
Bridge Group
Food and Wine Society
MSA Allotment Society Chair:
Secretary:
MSA Gardening Club
Milborne Players
Ranters’ Folk Session
Round Robin Ramblers

Peter Anthony
Pip Bowell
Laurie Benn
Julie Johannsen
Joy Robinson
John Mardell
Richard Lock
Roy Sach
Roger Harrall
Ian Bromilow

01258 837089
01258 837329
01258 837720
01258 839004
01258 837661
01258 837954
01258 837929
01258 837033
01258 837371
01258 880044

Sport
Abbey Swimming Club
Archers Crossways
Athletics Junior
Badminton
Circuit training
Cricket – Dewlish
Cricket Club – Milton Abbas
Football – Adult

Pat Cowan
Sheila Ryall
David Pearson
David Payne
Grace Martin
Elaine Kellaway
Colin Chastey
Jamie Haylock
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01258 880601
01258 837504
01258 837057
01258 837700
01305 213885
01258 837696
01258 882162
07894 685893

Football – Treasurer
Football – Minis
Pilates (school)
Running Group
Skittles – Dewlish
Sports Club Chairman
Bookings:
Table Tennis
Tap Dancing for Adults
Tennis
Tennis (Members Secretary)
Yoga (at school)
Yoga (at village hall)

John Sanderson
Nicola Malone
Claire Barratt
Anne-Marie Pearson
Frank Ross
John Sanderson
John Sanderson
Pauline Pitfield
Libby Goodchild
Dennis Nelson
John Sanderson
Sue Chapman
Sarah Ryan

01258 837049
07788 217579
07540626174
01258 837057
01258 837366
01258 837049
01258 837049
01258 839123
01305 268029
01258 837734
01258 837049
01305 848053
01258 839230

Village Hall
Dewlish
Chairman/Secretary:
Milborne St. Andrew
Chairman:
Booking Secretary:

Alex Carter

01258 837312

Paul Tasker
Sandie Sach

07801 714619
01258 837033

Health
Bere Regis Surgery
Milborne St. Andrew Surgery
Milton Abbas Surgery
Puddletown Surgery
NHS for emergencies
Patient Voice Secretary

Nigel Hodder

01929 471268
01258 837383
01258 880210
01305 848333
111
01258 881709

Community Events Diary
Add your event to this diary by contacting the Reporter – tel: 01258 837700 or email: msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk
December
Tuesday 1st

100 Club draw The Royal Oak 8.00pm – see page 15
for latest winners.
Wednesday 2nd Wednesday Club Christmas lunch at The Walnut
Grove, Dorchester 2.00pm – see page 3.
A Christmas Carol with Living Spit in partnership
with Artsreach Village Hall 7.30pm – see pages 16
and 30.
Friday 4th
Divas Concert Winterborne Whitechurch Village
Hall 7.30pm.
Saturday 5th
Christmas Village Lunch Sold Out.
Christmas Bazaar Dewlish Village Hall 2.30pm – see
page 11.
Bingo Village Hall doors open 7.00pm see below.
Wednesday 9th Village History Group Village Hall Committee Room
7.30pm. – see page 27.
Thursday 10th
WI Christmas Beetle Drive and supper Village Hall
7.30pm – see page 13.
Reporter latest date for the January issue. Copy
and pictures to msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk
Sunday 13th
Christingle service St Andrew’s Church 3.30pm.
Tuesday 15th
Christmas carols at The Royal Oak 7.00pm. All
welcome.
Wednesday 16th Parish Council Village Hall Committee Room
7.30pm.
Saturday 19th
Carol Service plus launch of Christmas Tree Festival
6.00pm.
Thursday 24th
Midnight Mass St. Andrew’s Church 11.30pm.

Ladybirds Playgroup Monday–Friday 8.30am–1.00pm MH (term time
only)
Beavers Monday 5.00–6.30pm MH (term time only)
Scouts Monday 6.00–8.00pm CR/MH
Players Monday 8.00–10.00pm MH
ABC Line Dancers Tuesday 7.30–10.00pm MH
Cub Scouts Tuesday 5.45–7.15pm MH (term time only)
Wednesday Club first Wednesday 2.00–4.00pm MH
Yoga Thursday 1.30–2.45pm MH
Gardening Club third Thursday 7.30–10.00pm MH
Karate Thursday 5.10–6.40pm MH
Village Hall Committee third Thursday every two months 7.30–10.00pm
Women’s Institute second Thursday 7.30–10.00pm
Youth Club 8–14 years every other Friday MH (term time only)
Village Lunch last Saturday of the month 12.15–2.30pm MH
Artsreach Events – look out for the posters.
Check Village Hall Notice Board for any other events that are one off for
you to join in with.

Pilates Monday 7.00–8.00pm (term time only)
Yoga Tuesday 6.30–8.00pm (term time only)
Badminton Wednesday 7.00–8.30pm (term time only)
Circuit training Thursday 6.30–7.30pm (term time only)

December at the Sports Club
Every Saturday football Milborne or Corfe Mullen 2.30pm.
Table Tennis Monday 7.00–9.00pm. Information from Pauline Pitfield
01258 839123
The Busy Bees Under 5 Group from 9.30am to 11.30am on Thursday
term time only. Contact Wendy Britton on 07867 720283.
Milborne Mini Soccer
Our training sessions will be altering slightly with all training sessions on
a Wednesday night, and additional training for next year’s under 11’s
on a Saturday morning. Matches will be played on Sunday morning and
afternoons.
Under 11s Stuart Joyce 01258 456594.
Under 8s Nicky 01258 837919.
Under 7s Nicky 01258 837919.
Please let the Reporter know if there
are any alterations to this list or you
would like something added.

1st PRIZE £100
2nd PRIZE £50
3rd PRIZE depends on number of members paid
For only £1 a week you can have three chances for a
prize in every draw (minimum £5.00)
Please make cheques payable to
MSA FC and Church 100 Club
For information contact:
John Sanderson Football Club 837049
June Maitland Church 837235
Denise Sanderson Collector 837049
Reporter December 2015 17

Busy November at Ladybirds
NOVEMBER has been a busy month at Ladybirds. At first we learnt
about keeping ourselves and animals safe with fireworks and made
salad spinner pictures, tube rockets, stick sparklers and sang the
firework song. The windy weather meant we didn’t do splatter
painting outside, or we would have had more paint on us than on the
paper.
Next we found out why we wear poppies and made poppy
pictures. On the Monday afternoon we walked to the War Memorial
to see the poppies. The outing was exciting as workmen were
working in The Causeway joining up the drainage pipes. One of the
men talked to the children, telling what they were doing and
answered their questions. We watched the digger scoop out a
channel to put the pipes in and met a lady from the Council who was
looking for evidence of water voles.
On Friday the 13th
November
the
children came in
dressed in their
favourite costumes.
We made and sold
cakes for Children
in Need making a
wonderful £60.
Thank
you
everyone.
This month we
welcomed our new
Deputy Leader Ami Marsh who has quickly got to know the children.
Welcome Ami from all of us.
Roll on December we are ready for you! Making and baking,
Christmas tree decorating, Nativity performing followed by our
Christmas party before a well-deserved rest.
Liz Dyer
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Milborne St. Andrew First School
Learning together, playing together;
all for one, one for all

School News

The topic for the Year 3 and 4 children last half
term was Romans. As part of their learning they
have written some articles about the work they
have been undertaking.
‘Last half term Puffins class were given some
homework linked to our topic Romans. We had to
make something that was linked to Romans, for
example Roman armour or Roman Town Houses’
Joseph
‘Last half term my class and I had an Open Morning.
We made things linked to our Roman topic. I made
a cake as my project. It was supposed to be a round
house and in case you don’t know a round house is
a place where the Celts lived. We really enjoyed it. I
thought we did really well.’ Kianna
During the Roman Open Morning Puffin Class
displayed their Roman Projects for their parents
and for the other classes to see. The children had
made a huge range of items, ranging from cakes
to catapults and short videos.
In a climax to their learning the children
visited Dorset County Museum, in Dorchester.
‘Yesterday we went to the Dorset County Museum. We saw lot of
interesting things like Roman nails, skeletons, pottery and houses.’
Jasper

‘As I took my first step into the County Museum, I sensed adventure.
The smells were different and everything looked rich and amazing.
When we got into the main hall it was so grand and to my total
amazement I spied a mosaic on the floor. Even more to my surprise we
could walk and sit on them!’ Edward
‘When we arrived we went into the Museum and sat on
a fantastic mosaic floor. The lady Emma told us that we
were going to be split into three groups. First we went to
a room with lots of Roman objects. We looked at them
and a lady gave us some clues and had to put the right
objects on the right clues. Afterwards we went to see
the Art Gallery.’ Elisha
‘Lunch time was amazing. I sat down on the mosaic
floor. It was really nice. Then we were told a few facts
about Rome. One was, that if you would have someone
coming round, servants would clean the floor.’ Flynn
If your child is eligible to start school for the first time
in September 2016, for full details of how to apply for
a school place please see www.dorsetforyou.com/
school-admissions. If you don’t have access to the
internet please call 01305 221060 to request a
paper copy of the application form and Parent Guide.
The closing date for on-line applications is 15th
January 2016.

CONTACTS
If you require any information about the school, including admission details, or would like to arrange a visit
please ring Mrs Pearcey in the school office
Headteacher: Mrs Sharon Hunt
Secretary, School Office: Mrs Lynn Pearcey
Chair of Governors: Miss Jane Pope
FOS Chairman: Mrs Becky Hunter
e-mail: office@milborne.dorset.sch.uk website: www.milborne.dorset.sch.uk Tel: (01258) 837362 Fax: (01258) 837170
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BERE REGIS MOT
& SERVICE CENTRE
TEL: 01929 472205
MOTs
(No Re-test fee within 10 working days)

SERVICING
REPAIRS
BRAKES
EXHAUSTS
COMPUTERISED DIAGNOSTICS
LATEST EQUIPMENT FOR MOST MAKES
AND MODELS
OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
IN THE MOTOR TRADE
COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
Proprietor: Bill Greer
Unit 1 Townsend Business Park
Bere Regis, BH20 7LA
(At rear of Shell Service Station)
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Ready for the rain
AS reported in last month’s issue, the final stage of the flood works
in village was due to take place and, as the photo shows, the work
has been done by March Bridge, at the bottom of Church Hill. The
pipes connecting the drainage system that begins in Huntley Down
have now been installed and provide an outflow into the Bere
stream. This should now keep Milborne dry – or at least make the
‘sandbags and wellies’ season less likely.

Add a little extra with your
Christmas shopping
WITH Christmas just a few weeks away, many of us will be ticking
goodies off from our Christmas to-buy lists. And, if you’re doing it
online and you like giving to charity, well, you can do both at the same
time!
But it’s not just for Christmas; whenever you buy anything online,
from your weekly shop to your annual holiday, you could be raising a
free donation for Milborne Ladybirds Playgroup. There are nearly 3,000
retailers on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon, John
Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline and Sainsbury's – it doesn't cost you a penny
extra!

Please note that the deadline for the
January 2016 Reporter will be
10th December.
Get your copy and pictures in early
to avoid disappointment.

Darren

It's really simple, as easy as 1-2-3! All you have to do is:
1 Join
Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
milborneladybirds/ and sign up for free.
2. Shop
Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first, pick the retailer
you want and start shopping.
3. Ker-ching!
After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your
good cause for no extra cost whatsoever – which we hope will be
Ladybirds!
There are no catches or hidden charges and Milborne Ladybirds
Playgroup will be really grateful for your donations. Look out for the
posters around the village or in the shop if you need more information.
Thank you for your support and please look out for our fundraising
events throughout the year. We’re starting the year with a jumble sale
in January (date to follow).
Dione Andrews

“What is this?”
“Where is this?”
01747 825167 / 07704 65677

From page 13
WHAT is it? The picture is of the Parish Bier. Don’t know what
this is?! Well it is the cart used to transport coffins from the
house of the deceased to the Church.
It is a rather sorry state but on closer inspection it is
repairable and is an important part of the history of the village.
For instance it would make a remarkable bookstand and flower
arranging item
Where is it? Cannot say, unfortunately. The word on the street
is that the current custodian has been asked to take it to the tip
and scrap it and that will never do, and he won’t.
Richard Lock
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In your Garden
Seasonal notes and tips from Maureen Lock of designerGardens

December in the Garden
What a lovely autumn we have had. The leaves on the trees have been
just glorious this year and as I write this, many of our perennials still
have all their leaves on.
We have been lulled into a false sense of security, so keep an eye on
the weather forecast and check that any tender plants are protected
and pots raised off the ground to aid drainage. If you have a pond,
throw a rubber ball onto the surface to create an air hole for the fish
should it freeze over (saves having to smash the ice). Don’t forget to
wrap up your water pipes and outdoor taps – an easily forgotten little
job!
Here are a few other jobs you can be getting on with:
Clear any rotting vegetation from your pond and rake up any
remaining leaves on the lawn to avoid dead patches.
In the vegetable garden, this is the perfect time of year to do a bit of
digging and work in some organic matter so that the winter frosts can
break up the soil. Mature borders don’t need to be dug over, apply a
good layer of mulch (well-rotted compost or manure) to your borders
and let the worms do the work. December isn’t all heavy work, there
are still a few things to prune if you haven’t done so already.
Some woody plants can ‘bleed’ if pruning is left until the new year
so prune these now. Acers (which I expect you will have in a pot) and
vines fall into this category. Prune vines back hard to two buds of last
year’s growth.
Apples and pears, currants and autumn fruiting raspberries can be
pruned at any time until leaf drop in March but NEVER prune stone
fruits in the winter – this will encourage the airborne fungus – silver
leaf. Only prune stone fruits when the sap is rising.
You can lightly prune roses to prevent ‘wind-rock’ – they can be
pruned properly in March/April. Climbing and rambling roses should
have already been pruned by now.

than the soil mark before they were lifted or they are likely to rot.
If you have visitors to the garden, i.e. rabbits, then you will need to
protect the plants with canes and plastic spiral tubes. If anyone wants
any more detailed advice I have a produced an advice sheet which I can
email to you if you let me know.
Keep an eye out for Viburnum bodnantense and Hellebores which
are just coming into bloom and relax and put your feet up.

PLANTING A NATIVE HEDGE

Winter is the best time to plant a native hedge – you can plant any time
up to March. Use a good mix of native plants – the majority will be
Prunus spinosa (blackthorn), Crataegus monogyna (Hawthorn) and then
a lesser mix of Cornus alba, Rosa canina, Viburnum opulus for example.
The nursery will often
make up a mix for you
once you let them know
the length of hedge you
require.
You will need to plant at
five plants per metre in a
staggered row. Don’t
plant them any deeper

Be the first to send your
answer to
msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk
or give to any member of
the Reporter team.
Reporter team members
can be found on page two.
No prize, just a bit of fun.
Answer in the January
Reporter.
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Milton Abbas and Milborne
St. Andrew Surgery
THE new Practice Business Manager, Gillian Brindle, is now in post
at Milton Abbas and Milborne St. Andrew Surgery and has enjoyed
her first week at the practice. Gillian fulfils a shared role with Cerne
Abbas Surgery and so will spend part of every week at each site.
Gillian said: “It has been a hectic first week, with lots to absorb and
having two practices means twice as much to remember! Carol
Taylor has done a great job at the practice and has spent time with
me this week doing a hand over. She is not far away so will continue
to support me and the practice when we need it. The partners and I
would like to express our thanks to Carol for all her hard work over
the past couple of years- thank you Carol.
The Surgery opening hours for Christmas and New Year are
noted below, with normal opening resuming on 4th January. Please
take a moment now to make sure you have enough medicine to
cover the Christmas and New Year period.
Thursday 24th December
8.30am – 6pm
Friday 25th December
Closed
Saturday 26th December
Closed
Sunday 27th December
Closed
Monday 28th December
Closed
Tuesday 29th December
8.30am – 6pm
Wednesday 30th December 8.30am – 6pm
Thursday 31st December
8.30am – 6pm
Friday 1st January
Closed
Saturday 2nd January
8.30am – 10.30am (booked
appointments only)
Sunday 3rd January
Closed
Monday 4th January
8.30am – 6pm
With best wishes for a happy Christmas and a healthy New Year
from the team at Milton Abbas and Milborne St. Andrew Surgery.
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Know your new consumer rights!
THE run up to Christmas is a busy time for shopping, but did you
know that from 1st October 2015, consumers’ rights were changed
under the new Consumer Rights Act 2015?
So, how have your rights been affected? Well, as before, anything
you buy must be:
 of satisfactory quality
 fit for its intended purpose
 as described
Perhaps the biggest change is that your right to ask for a refund if
the goods are faulty is now limited initially to the first 30 days after
you bought them. So make sure any presents you buy are examined
within 30 days if you can.
Once 30 days has passed you are entitled in the first instance to
ask for the goods to be repaired or replaced. This must be done at no
cost to you, within a reasonable time and without causing you
significant inconvenience. After just one attempt at repair or
replacement, if the goods are still not satisfactory, then you are
entitled to a refund. You do not have to give the trader more than
one opportunity to repair or replace (although you can if you want
to).
If repair or replacement is not available, or is unsuccessful, then
you can choose whether to keep the goods or return them. If you
keep the goods, you can claim a reduction in price. If you return
them you are normally entitled to a full refund, although it may be
reduced to take account of any use you’ve had if it’s more than six
months since you bought it.
For the first time, consumers’ rights relating to ‘digital content’
are also set out. This will include for example, computer programs,
smartphone apps, e-books, CDs, DVDs, etc. It will also include digital
content included with goods such as cars or washing machines, as
well as that provided by direct download or streaming via the
internet to your own equipment.
For digital content your rights are roughly the same as for
ordinary goods, except that you do not get the initial 30 days to
reject faulty digital content alone, and get a refund, unless the digital
content is supplied as an inherent part of physical goods, such as
computer systems, smartphones and washing machines.
For pre-shopping advice, advice about a consumer
problem, or to report something to trading
standards call the Citizens Advice consumer
helpline on 03454 04 05 06 or visit
citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer
Dorset County Council Trading Standards Service
check and approve businesses so you don’t have to.

When you go home, tell them of us and say,

“For their tomorrow, we gave our today’’
ON Sunday 8th November Milborne St. Andrew paid their respects
to those who had died or been injured in conflict during the two
World Wars.
At 10 o’clock, a service was held at St. Andrew’s church attended
by the Scouts, Cubs and Beavers who carried their flags to the altar.
At 10.45am the congregation led by members of the Royal British
Legion and the vicar, Sarah Hillman, processed to the Memorial
Stone for the commemoration. They were joined by many from the
village. The Last Post was sounded then a two minute silence was
held. After the Reveille the names of the dead were read and also a
poem “For the Fallen”, recited. Wreaths were laid by Lieutenant
Commander Tony Dyer (RN) and representatives of all branches of
the Scouts. Prayers were led by Sarah Hillman. The commemoration
ended with the singing of the National Anthem and a blessing.
In all, over 80 people paid their respects.
Mike Hopper and Josie Wright

Your Reporter needs YOU!
We are in desperate need of someone to help with writing articles
and stories and to gather news from around the village. If you
would like to help then please contact any of the Reporter Team.
If you require more information, then please feel free to
contact the editor, David Payne on 837700.

Village History Group
IT was encouraging to see so many people at the last meeting (15 in
all) some of whom were welcomed as newcomers. The talk was
about hill forts including Weatherby Castle. Interestingly the article
in the November Reporter was very timely in that it could be
considered alongside the other information in the talk, thank you
Mark; also thanks to June who contributed interesting articles about
the repairs to the obelisk.
Next month on the 9th December the group will be meeting in the
village hall committee room at 7.30pm. We hope to ‘explore’ and
indulge in ‘Christmas Past’. All are welcome, just come along and join
the fun whilst discovering new things about our history. Pam Shults
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Have you met . . . Julie
Johannsen?
the building to raise money for charity. She says she has never been so

Julie was born in Harrogate, Yorkshire, in September 1951. Her father
was in the Royal Air Force and she travelled overseas rather a lot, so
she started school, aged four and a half, in Cyprus. Her parents decided
not to send her and her older sister to boarding school, so she ended
up going to seven different schools and left her last school just before
her 18th birthday.
During this time her parents bought a house in Mudeford, and the
family spent time there between postings – hence Julie’s affinity with
Dorset.
Julie has a very small
family. Her father died ten
years ago, just two weeks
after celebrating his 60th
wedding anniversary. He
collapsed cutting the grass
and it was such a shock –
there was no warning and no
illness. Julie’s mother, who
will be 93 this year, was
absolutely devastated and
misses him every day. She
lives in Coombe Bissett and
Julie’s sister, who is five years
older, lives in Salisbury. Both
sets of grandparents died
before Julie and her sister
were born, so they never
experienced that bond.
Julie started working in
London in 1969, initially as
secretary to the editor of
Design magazine in The
Haymarket. During this exciting time Julie decided that publishing was
for her and for 27 years she worked for the British Tourist Authority.
She started as editor of their main promotional guides, which took her
to New York for two weeks every year, and ended up as quality
assurance manager for all the National and Regional Tourist Boards.
Just before her father died, she decided to move back to Dorset. Rather
than change job and move house at the same time, she moved to
Tarrant Hinton and drove to West London for two years. Everyone
thought she was mad (including herself!), but I couldn’t have made
both changes at the same time.
Eventually Julie found what was for her the best job in the world!
She worked in clinical trials in the Oncology Department at Yeovil
Hospital, doing all the IT for two wonderful Macmillan nurses. There
was never a miserable face in the unit! She took early retirement after
two years, to support her mother after she was bereaved.
Julie has lived in Milborne St. Andrew since November 2003. She
thinks the best thing about living in Milborne St. Andrew is the
friendliness and acceptance of everyone. Since becoming chairman of
the Food and Wine Club three years ago, she has got to know many
lovely people.
For Julie, the only downside to living in Milborne St Andrew is the
terrible state of the house at the approach to Milton Road!
The thing she would like to change about the village is that she
would like to see traffic bumps or 30 mph beacons in Milton Road.
Having three cats, and losing one to the road last year, she can feel very
angry at the ignorance of some drivers!
Julie’s pet hates are litter and cruelty (particularly to animals).
Julie has one claim to fame – producing an annual 36-page
promotional guide in ten editions (for different overseas markets) in 24
languages single-handed and achieving 99.7% accuracy throughout all
the 12 Regional Tourist Boards’ print. Julie found it very rewarding to
witness the pride which shone through from all those people who
contributed, due to her hard work and dedication.
Julie couldn’t think of anyone ‘famous’ for her fantasy dinner date,
but would have welcomed the opportunity to meet her grandparents.
When Julie worked at Yeovil Hospital she abseiled down the side of

scared in her life but, once she had managed to walk backwards into
the unknown, experienced the most wonderful euphoria!
The surprising fact that Julie shared with us is that she was once the
inter-school springboard diving champion. She lived in Singapore for
two and a half years when aged eleven. She was always a good
swimmer, but was afraid of diving from a springboard – probably
because she was used to swimming in the sea and not swimming pools.
Her parents belonged to a golf club which had a wonderful swimming
pool, where Julie and her
sister spent many hours
awaiting their return from the
19th hole. A few wealthy
Indonesian children took
diving tuition and Julie used to
stand at the back of the diving
board, listening. The coaching
was obviously useful because
much to the surprise of her
parents, before she returned
to the UK she became the
inter-school springboard
champion!
Julie went to school at
Peterhead Academy for two
years – the unhappiest time in
her school life, because she
was constantly called a
‘Sassenach’ by the pupils and
teachers (she was 13 years
old) and was bullied because
of her English accent.
However, her geography teacher was very kind and during one of the
lessons she spoke about tea plantations. Julie happened to mention
that she had been to a plantation when she lived in Singapore and that
her father had taken several slides. The teacher asked Julie to give a
presentation to the class the following week! Without knowing where
she got the strength from, Julie did it. It went really well and some of
her classmates even asked questions afterwards. Julie felt they had
actually started to accept her, then the blow came! The teacher stood
up in front of her class and said “Well done Julie – now don’t you all
wish you could speak as beautifully as Julie?” Two steps forward, three
steps back!
Julie’s hobbies and interests are gardening, decorating, cooking for
friends, walking and making jewellery from semi-precious stones and
silver.
She is an Ambassador for the children's hospice, Naomi House, loves
‘Strictly Come Dancing’, ‘Master Chef’ and documentaries.
Susan Wilson.
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A Christmas Carol
with Living Spit
in partnership with Artsreach
on Wednesday 2nd December at 7.30pm
in Milborne St. Andrew Village Hall
Christmas is coming, The Goose is panicking
Living Spit are back to start your Christmas with a zing

For all your Garden and Home Improvements
‒ over 20 years local experience ‒
Extensions, patios, landscaping, stonework,
brickwork, fencing and plastering
All aspects of Garden and Home Improvements
For a free, no obligation, quotation please call:
07977 070703 or 01963 363535
Carl.mintern@gmail.com

HARD-HEARTED Ebenezer Scrooge hates the season of goodwill.
Until a visit from three Phantoms one memorable Christmas Eve
makes him rethink his miserly ways and turn his wicked life upside
down blah blah blah.
We all know the story. We’ve all seen the film(s). But who’s the
best Scrooge of all time? Albert Finney? Alistair Sim? Patrick
Stewart? Well, just hold your horses there, Sir/Madam! Because
you’ve yet to witness the actor Howard Coggins's unique take on the
eponymous anti-hero of Dickens’ festive masterpiece. Like a coiled
spring he waits in the wings, ready to take up the mantle and give
the performance of his career as the mean miserabilist, Ebenezer
Scrooge. And he’s brought Stu Mcloughlin along for the ride to dress
up, sing, dance and generally act like a complete idiot whilst playing
ALL the other parts.
With silly songs, pitiful puppetry and more Dickensian
daftness than you can shake a selection box at, Living Spit’s
Christmas Carol promises to be a feast of festive foolery that you
will never forget.
Age Recommendation 14+. The village hall and bar is open from
7.00pm and the performance starts at 7.30pm.
Tickets £9 which can be obtained from Londis Village Shop in
Milborne St. Andrew or from Alice and Roger Harrall by phoning
01258 839230.

Deadline for the January issue is 10th December.

Did you identify this?
The photograph in the November Reporter was
taken on the footpath between
Stileham Bank and the A354
Congratulations to Dave Andrews who
was the only person to send in the
answer.
Try your luck this month on page 23.
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This Month in History: December

Gardening Club AGM
THE Annual General Meeting of the Gardening Club
was held on Thursday 19th November at the
Village Hall. The past year has been a successful
one with an informative and entertaining
speaker most months, and enjoyable visits
which were well supported by members. A
successful plant sale was held in May, a ‘Call My Bluff’ quiz in aid
of Weldmar Hospice in July, and another very good Kurling
evening with supper in October which was also enjoyed by many
non-members .
The financial position was presented and we found we had made
a small profit over last year in spite of having fewer members.
There were a few changes in the committee for the new year:
Richard Lock was re-elected as chairman; Ann Guy has taken over as
treasurer and other members are Bill Love, Val Andrews, Sally Dyer
and Kathryn Pochin.
Before the business of the evening we had an extremely amusing
illustrated talk by the Rev. Stuart Timbrell. The history of Dorset
churches may not sound much fun, but his store of funny anecdotes
as well as unusual and hilarious facts had us laughing all the
way through.
This was followed by mulled wine and mince pies – the first of
the year for most and a nice social finish to 2015. We are all looking
forward to a similarly interesting and informative series of events
next year.
Sally Dyer

Scouts’ Christmas post service
The Milborne Scout Group is once again taking part in the local
Christmas card delivery service, which is running from 5th to the
19th of December. Look out for the flyer which will be delivered to
your home soon which lists all villages and areas served. Note that
the letterbox for cards will be in the Londis this year, not the Post
Office as in previous years.

Local small-ads
Small ads of less than 30 words from local, private, advertisers
are published free of charge
For sale ‒ Mobility Scooter Bootie 4 very good condition with new
batteries. £150. Tel. Brian or Linda 839040.
For sale ‒ Oval Dining Table and eight chairs teak G Plan £100. Tel.
Brian or Linda 839040.
For sale ‒ Plastic spiral tubes for plant protection for donation to St.
Andrew’s church. Tel. 01258 839090 for details.

View the Reporter each month in colour at
www.milbornestandrew.org.uk/Reporter/index
FOODIE QUIZ Answers Part 3 from page 11
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

Mary Berry
Bakewell
Yard of ale
Scallop
Fan assisted
Minestrone
Pigeon breast
Cob loaf
Rick Stein
Summer pudding,
Christmas pudding

61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

Fondant
Dripping
Rough Puff
Farfalle
Poppadom
Spelt
Stilton
Black Grouse
Pig’s ear /
Eton Mess
Mushroom!
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