
£1 where sold  

wŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ 
  bŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ 

±ƻƭǳƳŜ мс LǎǎǳŜ  у                    !ǳƎǳǎǘκ{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнп 
  ǿǿǿΦƳƛƭōƻǊƴŜǎǘŀƴŘǊŜǿΦƻǊƎΦǳƪκǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ 

  ŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκaƛƭōƻǊƴŜwŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ 

 
Itõs Not Plumbing 

Mother Goose     see pages 16, 17 and 22 

{ŜŜ ǇŀƎŜ т 

Goldfinch and  
 
chiffchaff  
in Heatherõs 
garden  

{ŜŜ ǇŀƎŜ т 
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¸ƻǳǊ wŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ ¢ŜŀƳ 

.ƻō /ƭŀǊƪΣ [ƛƴŘŀ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘΣ wƛŎƘ IŀǿƪŜǊΣ  
IŜŀǘƘŜǊ ±Φ IƻƎƎΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ tŀȅƴŜΣ 9Ř wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎΣ Wƻ ²ƘƛǜƛŜƭŘΣ  

WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ WƻǎƛŜ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ 
!ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎΥ 9Ř wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎ лмнру уотфлт όлтупо лмуллтύ 

!ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭǎΥ tŜǘŜ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ лмнру уофнпс όŘŀȅǝƳŜύ 
5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴΥ .ƻō /ƭŀǊƪ лмнру уофнсс 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΥ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ ±Φ IƻƎƎ лмнру уотофн 

/ƻǇȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ a¦{¢ ōŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ƳƛŘ-Řŀȅ мпǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

9ƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƻΥ ƳǎŀΦǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

9-ŎƻǇȅ ŀǎ ΦŘƻŎȄ ƻǊ ΦǇǳō ŬƭŜǎΣ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǎ ΦƧǇƎ ŬƭŜǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦ 

tŀǇŜǊ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ 

$ÉÓÃÌÁÉÍÅÒ 
¢I9 ǾƛŜǿǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǘŜŀƳΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ wŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ ƛǎ 
ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
ƻƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÎÏÔÅ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƴǝ-ǾƛǊǳǎ ǎƻƊǿŀǊŜ ƛǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ  
Ŝ-ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎΦ /ƻǇȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ²ƻǊŘ όƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊύ ǘŜȄǘ ŬƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŜƳōŜŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ƭƻƎƻǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦ tƘƻǘƻǎ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ΦƧǇƎ ŬƭŜǎΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƴŘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀǎ ΦǇŘŦΦ 
5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ΦƘǘƳƭ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜƭŜǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΦ !ƭƭ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜƳ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǝƳŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 

!ŘǾŜǊǝǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƛƭōƻǊƴŜ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿ wŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ 

5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ рнр ƘƻƳŜǎ мм ǝƳŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ 

Cǳƭƭ ǇŀƎŜ ϻоллΦлл ǇΦŀΦ κ ϻррΦлл ǇŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜ 

IŀƭŦ ǇŀƎŜ ϻмфрΦлл ǇΦŀΦ κ ϻорΦлл ǇŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜ 

vǳŀǊǘŜǊ ǇŀƎŜ млрΦлл ǇΦŀΦ κ нлΦлл ǇŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜ 

9ƛƎƘǘƘ ǇŀƎŜ ϻтлΦлл ǇΦŀΦ κ ϻммΦлл ǇŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜ 

.ŀŎƪ ǇŀƎŜ ϻрллΦлл ǇŜǊ ŀƴƴǳƳ 

!ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ŎƻǇȅ a¦{¢ ōŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ мпǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

ƳǎŀΦǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 MSA  

Community Café 
@ the Village Hall 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 10th August  
and 

Saturday 14th September 
 

10.00am until Midday  
 

Come along for bacon butties, coffee and cake  
or a soft drink whilst you meet up with friends. 

Books and puzzles 50p min donation. 
Cash or card payment accepted. 
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{ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
THERE was positive news at Julyôs Parish Council about the 

traffic calming measures hoped to be put in place on Dorchester 

Hill. The proposal is to create a single lane for a portion of road 

to enable safe access by pedestrians by widening the pavements 

by the pub. The response from Dorset Council had been ñvery 

positiveò and had asked the PC to discuss two options, in effect, 

which direction of traffic would have priority. It was agreed that 

priority should be given to vehicles leaving the village, i.e. 

towards Dorchester. There was discussion about providing the 

community with more detail and this will be done when the road 

plans are firmed up.  

Council discussed a new grass cutting schedule which had 

been drawn up by Cllr Greening. It was split into three key areas: 

PC owned land, public verges and public spaces owned by 

community groups. It was proposed that cutting verges be 

reduced from ten times a year to eight, partly to reduce costs and 

also to promote wildlife. The cutting would take place from 

March onwards but with óno mow Mayô being adhered to and 

then continuing cutting in early June. It was also proposed that 

the verge between Lane End and the Sports Clubôs hedge should 

be brought into the schedule as the strips either side are within 

the current contract. It was noted by a councillor that visibility at 

the Roke Road junction was at present compromised by the tall 

grasses and assurances were given that road safety has obvious 

priority. There followed discussion about funding that may be 

available for community groups that own publicly used land and 

how it could be applied for. Organisations will have to request 

quotes from contractors and submit these to the PC separately 

from the main contract. Cllr Macnair proposed accepting Cllr 

Greeningôs draft and seeking quotations from four parties: the 

present provider, one sole trader within the village, one not in 

Milborne and one full company. Clerk Lewin said he would like 

to obtain more quotes than this and it was hoped that they would 

be back in before Septemberôs meeting.  

A new bench for the Milton Road junction was on the agenda 

since the last bench was dilapidated and had been removed after 

being donated by the Reporter 15 years ago. However, Cllr 

Macnair had seen that a new bench had already been installed 

and he thanked the Reporter from the community. 

There were no planning applications to discuss but Dorset 

councillorôs report noted they were actively engaged with 

planning enforcement with regard to Fox View about its state and 

the lack of movement there. There had been correspondence from 

a resident stating their concerns.  

Further correspondence with Wyatt Homes about the 

completion of the informal public open space (Heathland 

Infrastructure Project) adjacent to Huntley Down continues, with 

the developer saying it will óopen up an access this summerô. A 

DC ranger has also written a strongly worded letter to the 

company, it was said. 

A suggestion that had originally come from a resident was 

agreed to be taken forward as PC policy. Mick Hopper had put 

forward an idea to use names from the Memorial Stone to be 

used as future new road names within the village. At present, the 

procedure is Dorset Council supply suggested road names for the 

PC to consult on; the new policy would give councillors an 

option to put forward alternative road names based on local 

people who served. 

The next Parish Council meeting is on Wednesday 4th 

September at 7.00pm at the Village Hall, all residents welcome. 

  Ed Richards 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΩ  
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Wǳƭȅ нлнп ²L 

THE planned talk by a local charity had to be cancelled due to the 

speakerôs illness, so our very own Josie Wright stepped into the 

breach.   

Josie started by admitting that her talents did not include 

baking, knitting or painting, but she could write. Retirement, with 

its promise of endless free time, brought with it the chance to take 

up education, begin to write and literally óhave the time of her lifeô. 

She related entering a writing competition, coming third and 

having to stand up in front of a large audience to read out her 

entry. Did she win? No  but the experience was the beginning.  

Attending a college course for two hours a week with a group of 

16-year-olds, she remembers studying poetry and Shakespeare, 

becoming in the process a classmate and ógrannyô to her fellow 

students. Sharing time and education with these young people was 

one of the most joyful and happy times of her life, she said.   

Other courses followed, and Josie continued to write, reading 

out to us some of her now extensive collection of poetry and short 

stories. Clearly Josieôs óhidden talentô has blossomed; we look 

forward to hearing more from her in the future.   

Business: Our summer outing is to Sculpture by the Lakes on 

8th August, names to be confirmed. Those taking part in the WI 

Quiz will meet on 20th August at Josie Wrightôs house. We are 

now in the Skittles League and Lesley is putting a team together.  

Bookends members met to discuss óRoom with a Viewô by E M 

Forster, a great classic and much enjoyed by the majority. We 

move on to óAct of Oblivionô by Robert Harris. 

After the summer break we will meet again on Thursday 12th 

September when we will hear about the Blandford Food Bank. 

Please join us; you will be very welcome.  Pat Bull 

Wƻƛƴ hǳǊ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ ¢ŜŀƳΗ 
Are you passionate about making a difference in your 

community? Do you have a few hours each month to contribute 

to a rewarding cause? The Village Hall is looking for new people 

to join our friendly team! 

 

Why should I join? 
¶ Make a positive impact: Your involvement helps maintain 

and improve our brilliant Village Hall and its grounds. 

¶ Minimal time commitment: Just a few hours each month 

can make a significant difference. 

¶ Rewarding experience: See the direct results of your 

efforts and work with like-minded individuals. 

¶ Community spirit: Foster a sense of togetherness and 

support within our village. 

 

Key responsibilities: 
¶ Attend monthly meetings. 

¶ Help with planning and overseeing events. 

¶ Assist in maintaining the hall's facilities. 

¶ Provide input on the hall's development and improvements. 

No experience necessary! Just bring your enthusiasm and 

willingness to help. Weôll provide lots of support, our meetings 

are very relaxed! 

Interested? Email Linsey: chair.msavh@gmail.com for more 

information. 

We look forward to welcoming you to our team and keeping 

our Village Hall alive for our children and grandchildren. 
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æġÙĖĀĆĆĀ ·ĆçÀ íĀ _z ²íúúÀçÙ KÀúú 
¶ Improve your strength, flexibility and balance 

¶ Relax your mind 

¶ Thursdays in term time 

¶ 3.30pm to 4.30pm 

¶ Ã7.00 per class 

¶ Mixed ability 

¶ Suitable for all ages 

Please contact Angela Johnson  BWY trained teacher 

manda.johnson@outlook.com / 01258 839060 
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Inspire today to shape tomorrow 

ITôS been as busy as ever at St. Maryôs during the final few 

weeks of the summer term!  

A highlights of the season are always the summer 

performances that are always guaranteed to pack the school hall. 

This year, Year 5 rose to the ambitious challenge of performing a 

óHistorical adventure through the agesô. Every Year 5 child was 

involved in the production which took the audience through a 

series of wonderfully executed historical plays, from life in a 

Victorian workhouse, to the court of Queen Elizabeth I and the 

sagas of the Vikings. All the children were fabulous; all that time 

practicing lines, dance routines and lyrics, certainly paid off!  

The Year 5 performance followed hot on the heels of the St. 

Maryôs summer music concert and arts festival, an impressive 

event when those pupils who have a passion for the arts have the 

chance to show off their talents. Well over thirty different acts, 

including rock bands, vocalists, instrumentalists and dancers 

enthralled a packed school hall. At the same time visitors enjoyed 

the opportunity to view a wide range of art work that our students 

had created during the year, from ceramics to drawings and 

paintings. To see more of the terrific art that our students create, 

why not follow stmarysschoolart on Instagram? We guarantee 

you will be impressed by our studentsô work! 

Our talented (and very busy!) Year 5s have also been 

contributing to the óBooks in Bloomô at St. Maryôs Church, 

Puddletown. The students worked with St. Maryôs staff Mrs 

Warder, Miss Drew and Mrs Moore, to create an amazing display 

of the Dorset Heathland ecosystem. Linked to the work of 

Thomas Hardy, and specifically to his novel The Return of the 

Native, the children created ceramic lizards and snakes, paper 

mache owls, felted pictures of heathland scenes and clay tiles 

featuring imprinted text from Hardyôs book. We hope you had 

the chance to view 

the childrenôs 

work on display at 

the church! 

And finally, we 

have all been 

enjoying watching 

the progress (and 

spectacular 

growth rate!) of 

two tiny chicks 

which our Year 5 children hatched recently from eggs in an 

incubator! Both chicks are doing very well and have just taken 

their first flight at the time of writing! Lifecycles in action! 

The staff and students of St. Maryôs Middle School wish 

everyone a lovely summer break. 

CONTACTS 
For further information, admission details or to arrange a visit, please contact the school office 

Head of School: Tim Ennion          Chair of Governors: Martin Kimberley  

St Maryôs School Association: Chairpersons: Briony Hosford and Marie Chappell 

e-mail: office@stmaryscemiddle.uk          website: www.stmaryscemiddleschool.co.uk 

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SMCEMIDPUDD          Tel: 01305 848293 

              {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /9 aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ tǳŘŘƭŜǘƻǿƴ 
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